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Q 15mm Chipboard Shelves igg' +VAT

fantastic for heavy items  DELIVERY

Q 3 Support Beams per Shelf

for ultimate support

Easy to Assemble
no screws or bolts needed
Shelves Adjustable Every 40mm
giving complete flexibility of use
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FANTASTIC GARAGE STORAGE & WORKBENCH KITS

(That's 2 for the price ofai 1))
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COMMERCIAL SHELVING SPECS: WORKBENCH KIT SPECS:

High Visibility Orange or Blue Beams Depending on Range Selected 2x 900 High x 1200 Wide x 600 Deep Extra Heavy Duty Workbenches
Extremely High Weight Capacity per Shelf Adjustable Shelf Height Every 35mm

Boltless Construction for Quick and Easy Construction Boltless Construction for Quick and Easy Construction

High Grade Chipboard / MDF Shelves 15mm Chipboard Shelves

Steel Construction for Maximum Strength Steel Construction for Maximum Strength

Powder Coated for Durability Powder Coated for Durability

All Products Guaranteed for 5 Years All Products Guaranteed for 5 Years

a . Fast Next Working Day Delivery as Standard N )
M . 9h. 40 40 90 ¢

Visit for more great deals




Mercedes

DRIVER

Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn,
Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG

EDITORIAL

Sam Skelton, Editor md.ed@kelsey.co.uk
Lee Caple, Art Editor

Craig Cheetham, News Editor

Justin Lazic, Markets Editor

Peter Simpson, Tech Editor

Jack O'Brien, Club Editor
Contributors: James Bellis, Jack Grover,
Sam Mace, Andrew Roberts, Tim Slade

ADVERTISEMENT SALES
TANDEM MEDIA

Managing Director: Catherine Rowe
catherine.rowe@tandemmedia.co.uk
Account Managers:

Bart Oliver,01233 228754
bart@tandemmedia.co.uk

Perianne Smith, 01233 228753
perianne@tandemmedia.co.uk

PRODUCTION
Production Manager:
Melanie Cooper, 01733 362701

MANAGEMENT

Managing Director: Phil Weeden

Chief Executive: Steve Wright
Chairman: Steve Annetts

Finance Director: Joyce Parker-Sarioglu
Retail Distribution Manager:

Eleanor Brown

At Devel

Andy Cotton

Brand Marketing Managers:

Debra Hagger, Nikolas Lovely

Events Manager: Kat Chappell

Publishing Operations Manager:

Charlotte Whittaker

Print Production Manager: Nicola Pollard
Print Production Controller: Georgina Harris

SUBSCRIPTIONS

12 issues of Mercedes Driver are published
per annum

UK annual subscription price: £59.40

Europe annual subscription price: £72

USA & Canada annual subscription price: £72
Rest of World annual subscription price: £78

Website

Find current subscription offers at shop.kelsey.
co.uk/md

Buy back issues at shop.kelsey.co.uk/mdback

Already a subscriber?
Manage your subscription online at shop.kelsey.
co.uk/myaccount

Contact us

UK subscription and back issue orderline: 01959 543 747
Overseas subscription orderline: 0044 (0) 1959 543 747
Toll free USA subscription orderline: 1-888-777-0275
UK customer service team: 01959 543 747

Customer service email address: subs@kelsey.co.uk
Customer service and subscription postal address:
Mercedes Driver Customer Service Team

Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill,
Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG, United Kingdom

DISTRIBUTION

Seymour Distribution Ltd,

2 East Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT
www.seymour.co.uk Tel: 020 7429 4000

PRINTING
William Gibbons & Sons Ltd

Kelsey Media 2018 © Allrights reserved. Kelsey Mediais atrading
name of Kelsey Publishing Ltd. Reproduction inwhole or in partis
forbidden except with permission in writing from the publishers.
Note to contributors: articles submitted for consideration by the
editor must be the original work of the author and not previously
published. Where photographs are included, which are not the
property of the contributor, permission to reproduce them must
have been obtained from the owner of the copyright. The editor
cannot guarantee a personal response toallletters and emails
received, The views expressed in the magazine are not necessarily
those of the editor or the publisher. Kelsey Publishing Ltd accepts
noliability for products and services offered by third parties,

Kelsey Publishing Ltd uses amulti-layered privacy notice, giving you

brief details about how we would like to use your personalinformation.

For fulldetails, visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543524.

Ifyouhave any questions, please sk s submitting your details
indicates your consent, untilyou choose otherwise, that we and our

partners may contactyou about products andservices that will be of
relevance toyou viadirect mail, phone, email or SMS. You can opt out

atANY time viaemail: data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01959 543524.

Mercedes Driver s available for licensing worldwide. For more
information, contact bruce@bruceawfordlicensing.com

Part of the Classics World Family

GLASSIGS

WORLD
www.classicsworld.co.uk

KELSEY

Mercedes Driver f Daimier AG.C
tronic ritten
permission. pted for an fal. Mercedes Driver
It orrectlycre
urworkincorrectly, lease contact

If L
us andwe will do our best to fix the error

WELCOME

n 1954, Mercedes launched the SL - a range which has
grown from sportscar to GT, and which has become
acknowledged as the archetypal large convertible. Six
generations on, the range is still with us - larger, more
comfortable, far faster, but no less special than those early cars
were. The SL is a landmark model - and we're celebrating it in this
132-page special issue.

On page 16 we put two of the most accessible models against each
other in a head to head battle, while elsewhere we chart the origins
and the unknowns from within the SL family. With 31 pages of SL
content, this bumper issue is one to buy if you like your Benzes to
have two seats and blue sky above.

But Mercedes is known for utilitarian service vehicles as much
as it is for its sporting tourers. Taxis and ambulances formed a
considerable part of the backbone of Mercedes sales, and Sam Mace
and Andrew Roberts look at these two strands of Mercedes life
within this issue too. So if high miles and high roofs are your thing,
pages 36 and 44 are for you.

As ever - if you have any feedback for us, or if
you'd like to see your car featured in these pages,
please write to us at the contact address on page

15 - or drop me an email at the address below.

=7 S

Sam Skelton Editor

Email sam.skelton@kelseymedia.co.uk
Facebook facebook.com/mercedesdrivermag
Twitter @matterofapinion
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Car Door Remover Set
4pce
480063

Anti-Freeze Tester
-7°Cto-37°C
427656

Triple Suction Pad
Aluminium

100kg

837325

OVER

Scissor Jack

1000kg
755985

Hex Key Long Length Set
7pce 2.5-10mm
380799

Lambswool
Over Rugs

Tailored in
the UK from
the finest
sheepskins
L]

All cars

Quality

built on
experience

TOOLS

FOR AUTOMOTIVE
HOWTO VIDEOS

>
WATCH SILVERLINE TOOLS TV

Cold Stamped Cr-V Work Light 150W DIY 1200W Sander
Spanner Set 18pce 240V Polisher 180mm
6-24mm 987435 264569

876903

Easirider Company Ltd.
Unit G1 Nene Centre, Freehold Street, Northampton. NN2 6EF
Tel: +44 (0)1604 714103 Email: mail@easirider.com
www.easirider.com
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Bright LED ad ‘
dashboard v — ‘ f y

lighting bulbs ; '
High power LE

stop & tail light
bulbs

High power
headlight
upgrades

We have
been upgrading
car lighting
for 40 years.
Our advice is
free.

Solutions
for all 12v
car lighting
problems.

We design unique products to make your classic

fgé} car better, brighter and safer. Pound for pound,
nothing else makes more difference.

- 0121 773 7000

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk
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Cartified
Cup Winners 2017

A CH I E VI P ERFECT I

At Hilton & Moss, our team has unrivalled knowledge in the restoration and preservation of Mercedes-Benz classics. Our complete
range of services includes partial and full restorations, repairs, maintenance, preparation for concours and classic touring.

Hilton & Moss boast one of the largest and best equipped modern and classic car paint shops in the UK, with over 30,000 square feet
dedicated to body repairs and restoration As part of the Hilton Group, the largest Mercedes-Benz registered and approved facility in
the UK, and in partnership with Glasurit, who have been a paint provider to Mercedes-Benz for over 50 years, we are able to provide
concours quality restorations with a factory finish using original techniques.

Our work Current stock for sale

1965 RHD Mercedes 230SL Auto £109,500 1996 Mercedes-enz SL500 £29,750

Using often forgon‘en, traditional techn[ques such as Papryus White with blue interior. Recent work includes an engine & gearbox Green Black with Designo Two Tone mushroom interior. 29k miles, ex-demo

. . rebuild, full engine bay detail, new front & rear shocks, brake overhaul, with just two former keepers. Exceptional spec — this car had everything you

lead /oad/ng a'”'OWS usto Comp/em our restorat/qns to repairs to the inner wings, rust proofing of the underbody, a respray, could desire ticked as an option when new including a panoramic glass roof.
the most Or/g/na/ and exacting standards POSS/b/e- re-chroming, new hood & interior re-trim. Previous invoices total over £60k. A stunning example that wants for nothing and this is reflected in its condition.

Demand for good quality classic Mercedes-Benz SLs remain high. We are always looking to purchase
more low mileage vehicles to replenish our stock.

Sales: M11 Business Link, Forest Hall Road,
Stansted, Essex CM24 8GF

Aftersales: Raynham Road Bistop s Somaas; | Tel: +44 (0) 1279 813907 www.hiltonandmoss.com

5 minutes from M11 junction 8 | (C|3ssjc Mercedes-Benz Service | Sales | Restoration

45 minutes from London Liverpool Street X .
5 minutes from Stansted Airport | Email our Restoration Specialist Gavin Thorn at gavinthorn@hiltonandmoss.com

Followuson 3 1S3 &
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NEWS

MoT Changes — what you need to know

whers of Classic

Mercedes models over

40 years old will no

longer have to take their
cars for anMoT in the biggest shake-
up of the annual testing regime for
several years.

New MoT rules came in on May 20,
under which all cars over 40 years old
no longer need anMoT in order to be
driven on the road.

However, the rules have seen some
backlash, with critics suggesting
that older cars still need a thorough
annual inspection, not least because
they’re much more likely to be prone
to corrosion and deterioration of parts
due to age.

Road safety charity, Brake, was
especially critical of the move, saying:
“The decision to allow untested
vehicles to be driven on UK roads is
simply wrong and flies in the face of
good road safety practice.

“All vehicles, whether ‘historic’ or
not, should be required to prove their
roadworthiness.

“We urge government to reconsider
this decision and put all road users’
safety ahead of the desires of a few
‘historic vehicle’ owners.”

But the Department for Transport
defended the decision from
suggestions it was an unsafe move,
by saying owners of older cars usually
keep them in the good condition and
don'’t use them regularly enough for an
MOT test to be necessary.

However, owners wishing to take
advantage of the MoT exemption
do have to declare their vehicle as
MoT exempt by filling in a form,
available from https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/declaration-
of-exemption-from-mot

If the car isn’t declared MoT
exempt, then it must still be tested and
owners risk a fine of up to £1,000.

When declaring an exemption, you

will be required to confirm that it has
not been substantially changed. This
process will be applied to pre-1960
registered vehicles, as well as newer
vehicles in the historic vehicle tax
class, and changes the existing MoT
exemption rule by insisting that any
vehicle which has received a new
engine, chassis or body (such as a kit
car or heavily modified car) needs to
remain fully MoT'd as per the current

Above: You
may not need a
test - but your
car must be
roadworthy

rules.

Meanwhile, owners of newer cars
may find it tougher for their vehicles
to to pass the test, with several new
items being included in the annual
inspection.

These include failures for non-
functioning reversing lamps and
illuminated engine management lights,
which were previously exempt from
testing. Other more obscure failure
points include uprated high definition
headlamps and dirty’ brake fluid,
though as testers aren't allowed to
remove any inspection covers, this
last one seems particularly difficult to
manage...

The current advisory system is
also being given a shake-up, with
‘Advisories’ and ‘Fails’ being replaced
by ‘Dangerous’, ‘Major’ and ‘Minor’
faults. A car with minor faults will still
receive a pass certificate, with the
other two categories being equivalent
to a current MoT failure.

Mercedes DRIVER
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NEWS

Classic Mercedes to be

Bromley Feature Car

ercedes-Benz UK
will be supporting a
specially-themed event
at this year’s Peter
James Insurance Bromley Pageant
of Motoring, where the brand’s own
classic 190E will feature as part of a
special display to celebrate Father’s
Day.

The 190E will be part of a ‘Fathers
and Sons’ special feature, alongside a
new C-Class C350e. The feature will
bring together modern cars and their
predecessors to acknowledge a day
that celebrates the UK’s dads.

The Bromley Pageant of Motoring
has long been regarded as the UK’s
biggest one-day car show, and this
year returns to its home at Norman
Park, Bromley, for the 37th year.

Over its lifetime, the Pageant has
become one of the must-attend event
for enthusiasts from all over the UK,
Europe and beyond, not just the
South-East, and it’s easy to see why
- with over 3,000 vehicles on display,
club stands, the show’s famous ‘one-
make’ parking areas, trade stands,
autojumble and all-day entertainment,
the Pageant is not so much a car show
as a classic institution.

Now back in the hands of its
original owners, Kelsey Media - which
holds by far the biggest portfolio
of specialist transport publications
inthe UK - the event is once again
in a position where it is owned and
promoted by enthusiasts. And that
means that, whatever vehicle you
drive and whatever its condition, from
crusty to concours, it will be welcomed
with open arms.

One of the Pageant’s most popular
features, One Make Parking, is once
again likely to be stacked out, with
fans of many of the more popular
marques coming together to form

Above: This
190E will

be loaned

to Bromley
Pageant by
Mercedes-Benz
UK

\— %

single brand displays, with the
Mercedes section always one of the
best attended. The One Make Parking
is open to cars in production prior to
1998, with a separate modern classics
section set aside for cars introduced
between 1998 and 2008.

With added attractions, a fantastic
autojumble and live bands performing
all day, the Peter James Insurance
Bromley Pageant of Motoring
promises to be a classic day out for all
the family.

For more information, go to www.
bromleypageant.co.uk, or even
better, come along to Norman Park
on Sunday June 17th and find out for
yourself - entry costs just £16 on the
gate, or £12.50 if you hurry and buy
tickets online at the above address -
and kids go free!

Brabus
founder dies

The founder of high-
performance Mercedes
tuning specialist BRABUS,
Bodo Buschmann, has died
after a shortillness.
Buschmann founded
BRABUS in 1977, based in
the German town of Bottrop.
In a statement, the
company said: “The entire
BRABUS family, employees,
customers, and friends
around the world will miss
him forever, mourn the loss
of avisionary and man of
action, but above all the loss
of the man, teammate and
friend Bodo Buschmann,
who put his mark on the
tuning industry like no other.
“However, the model
entrepreneur from
Bottrop would not have
been Bodo Buschmann,
had he not set the right
course for the future of his
company long ago. The next
generation of the family
has already been taking on
important responsibilities in
management for some time.”
His son, Constantin, who
was previously a board
member in charge of the
company’s marketing, will
take over as the new CEQ.

Mercedes DRIVER
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NEWS

Mercedes
launches
first ever
pick-up

The first ever 4x4 pick-up to
wear the three-pointed star
had made its UK debut.

The new X-Class,
which shares much of its
architecture with the Nissan
Navara and forthcoming
Renault Alaskan, is the
brand’s first entry into the
popular lifestyle pick-up
sector, and will be sold
through the passenger car
and Mercedes-Benz Vans
networks.

Power comes from a
Renault-built 2.3-litre four-
cylinder turbo diesel engine
with two outputs - the
single-turbo 161bhp X220d
and the twin-turbo 187bhp
X250d. A larger V6 diesel will

Hip Hop blamed for spate of badge
thefts

whers of Mercedes-Benz

models with the iconic

bonnet-mounted three-

pointed star are being
warned to remain vigilant after a spate
of thefts, which have been compared
to the crime spree of the late 1980s
inspired by a rap band.

Fans of the Beastie Boys stole
Volkswagen badges after rapper
Mike D wore one in the 1987 Fight for
Your Right to Party video and now it
seems that hip hop fans are targeting
Mercedes-Benz models, with a huge
growth in thefts, particularly in the
North-West.

On one street along in the Prestwich
suburb of Bury, Lancashire, three
Mercedes-Benz models were targeted
in afortnight.

Greater Manchester Police
Prestwich tweeted: “Numerous calls
from Mercedes owners stating their
front badge has been stolen.

Above: GMP
advise vigilance
over missing
badges

“The only prevention we know of for
this is to park as close to awall or a car
as possible.

“Most calls have come from the
Gardner Road area so please be vigilant
and report anything suspicious to 101.”

Waves of badge thefts have also
been reported in South London, Leeds
and Birmingham.

The association with hip hop music
is thought to be the reason behind the
sudden upturn in three-pointed star
theft, as the brand is known as the king
of the rappers.

In total, Mercedes gets a mention
in 1,740 different rap songs, more
than Bentley, Ferrari, Porsche and
Chevrolet, which were the top five
brands according to a survey carried
out by price comparison website www.
gocompare.co.uk

“If there were a televised "Hip Hop
Olympics," Mercedes-Benz would be
the official sponsor,” the website added.

Rare cabriolet raises £53k at auction

Arare 1959 Mercedes 220SE Cabriolet
sold for £53,000 at one of the UK's best-

attended classic car auctions.

burgundy trim, the car was originally
registered in Germany, but was shipped to

Hawaii by a collector in the 1970s, where

appear later in the year. The W128 ‘Ponton’ 220SE, which was the tropical climate has clearly contributed

All versions are capable
of pulling a 3,500kg braked
trailer and come with
selectable four-wheel-drive.

The X-Class is priced from
£27,310 plus VAT.

imported from Hawaii earlier this year,
caused auction fever at the Anglia Car

Auctions Classic sale on April 14th, despite

being offered for sale as a restoration
project.
Finished in maroon over black with

toits long-term survival. The car was in
good running order at the time of sale.

It was among a selection of 24 Mercedes
models offered in the sale, of which 22
were sold. For more on this sale, see our
coverage on page 86

10
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Many more fine examples of Mercedes on | } I I[ (.( )l_l P I ; ?__'_ Monday to Friday 9am = 5pm
g dcabriolet.co.uk ( i / sl B N T Weekends by prior arrangement
www.coupeandeabriolet.co.u XCABRIOLET COLLECTION  Weskerdsb i srongemer

Mercedes SL500 - 2002/51 — 77000 miles - £20995 Mercedes SL320 - 1998R - 15000 miles! - £19995
Extended Leather — Sat Nav — Xenons — AMG wheels Wind Deflector — Twin cup Holders — Headlamp wash wipe

Mercedes 320CE Sportline — 1993K — 94000 miles - £14995 Mercedes SLK230 - 1998R — 19000 miles - £9995
Full Sportline specification — Air conditioning 1 owner from new — Heated seats - Immaculate

T & D HEANEY

Motor Company

Having built countless show winning W113 SL's over the last decade (including Mercedes Benz National Day winners)
Heaney Motor Company are firmly established as the leading W113 SL restorer in the UK.

A Family-Run Company Specialising in the Restoration of Classic Mercedes-Benz Vehicles.

WE DO TOP-QUALITY WORK AT NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR RATES
All cars collected and delivered anywhere in Ireland & Mainland U.K.
WE OFFER
W Computer Engine Tuning M Engine Rebuilds ETC B Low-Bake Oven Facility B Trim Department

References from Mainland Customers as to Quality of work available on request.

T & D HEANEY MOTOR COMPANY
Swatragh, Maghera, Co Derry, Northern Ireland. Tel: 02879 401 660 (Day) Mobile: 07720 899672
e-mail: info@mercedesrestoration.com internet: www.mercedesrestoration.com
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In Brief

China can't get enough of

the Maybach brand, with
Mercedes selling the S-Class
under the luxury brand name
to appeal to the nation’s
super-wealthy. But now it

has gone one further with

the introduction of the Vision
Ultimate Luxury Concept

at the Beijing Motor Show.
With the silhouette of a
luxury saloon built upon an
SUV platform, it's a niche that
perhaps didn’t need inventing
- but there’s no accounting for
taste... Plus, the waiting list for
Bentley's Bentaga shows just
how much demand thereisin

Chinafor ultimate luxury SUVs.

A Mercedes-Benz S-Class first
owned by Formula One ace
Lewis Hamilton has gone on
sale at a Yorkshire dealership,
priced at £104,990. The
S600 has extending footrests,
massage seats and built-in TV
screens, and comes with a 6.0-
litre twin turbocharged engine
developing 520bhp. It's being
offered for sale by GC Motors,
aluxury and supercar dealer in
Harrogate.

Replacement panels for the
iconic 300SL ‘Gullwing’ are
now available for the first
time since the model ceased
productionin 1957. Thanks
to 3D printing technology,
engineers at Mercedes were
able to replicate moulds using
the exact dimensions of the
iconic sports car, meaning
new wings, sills, bonnets and
quarter panels are once again
available ex-works, priced
from £14,000.

Last chance to buy a ‘proper’

G-Class

he final versions of the iconic

Mercedes-Benz G-Class

have been announced, after

the model’s successor was
unveiled at the 2018 North American
Auto Show in Detroit.

The G550, G63 AMG and G65 AMG
will be joined by a limited edition G65
Final Edition, of which only 65 will be
made.

Priced upwards of £250,000, only a
handful of these will come to the UK,
powered by a twin-turbo V12 engine
developing 630bhp and 1,000Nm of
torque.

It's afar cry from the original 1979
G-Wagen, with which the final edition
shares its architecture. When it
first appeared, the G-Wagen, which
was short for Gelandenwagen, or
‘off-roader’, was initially developed
primarily for military and emergency
services use, with civilian versions
being aimed at utilitarian purposes.
They had vinyl or cloth trimand a
crude, sparse cabin.

The G65 AMG Final Edition, by
contrast, gets Jacquard leather, with
seat side bolsters in a carbon-fibre

material with light brown topstitching.
It also gets carbon-fibre trim elements
with decorative stitching in bronze,
Edition lettering hand-engraved into
the grab handle and floor mats with
leather edging in light brown and black,
with an AMG Performance steering
wheel in black nappa leather featuring
aflattened bottom section.

Outside, the Final Edition sports
21inch twin-spoke alloy wheels in
bronze, silver brake callipers and AMG
Sport trim strips.

Additional highlights are matt
bronze details, such as the underside
guard, bumper trim and exterior
mirrors, along with an Obsidian Black
spare wheel carrier.

The radiator grille is bronze with
ablack mesh insert, with mat black
running boards and tailpipes.

The new G-Class, which shares many
of its styling features with the existing
model but is built upon the very latest
Mercedes-Benz chassis architecture,
is set to go on sale at the end of 2018
and will mark a significant technological
leap forward for the iconic SUV, while
retaining its classic character.

12
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LicuidLeather

Get your car ready for Spring
with Liquid Leather

liquidleather.com

Liquid Leather is a.leader and ¥
innovator.in-the cleaning, conditioning
and-restoration of leather. P

CAR CARE KIT

dliptone www.liquidleather.com

>, AUTOMATE

 AutoMate range has been developed
by a dedicated team of experts and is
carefully produced in the UK to exacting
standards in order to create a truly

exceptional product range.

. % Other kits *
\ o are

available

WASH AND WAX KIT \-\h*‘:-*if

BODYWORK  INTERIOR SPECI\RLISI ESSENTIALS

~—ACID FREE
WHEEL CLEANER

dliptone 7] Srect aritsh www.auto-mate.co.uk
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NEW PRODUCTS

Impact
wrench

Price: From £443.94
From: www.sealey.co.uk

Sealey’s new CP2612 and
CP2634 cordless impact
wrenches are powerful,
compact and suitable for
removing the most stubborn
wheel nuts in the workshop
or even on the roadside,
with no compressor or
mains source required.
They produce torque

of up to 680NmM(500Ib.

ft) and 816Nm(600Ib.ft)
respectively, and feature a
variable speed switch for
added control. Incorporating
aforward and reverse
control integrated into the
housing for ease of use, both
wrenches are powered by

a 26V 4Ah Lithium battery
which retains its charge over
long periods of time, so it’s
always ready to use, and

is also supplied with a 90
minute mains charger.

Clarke Tool Chests

Price: From £137.99
From: www.machinemart.co.uk

This professional quality, heavy duty, lockable CBB209B
tool chest and CBB217B cabinet are ideal for use in an
automotive or home workshop and perfect for keeping
tools secure and tidy. Main features include extra large
drawer pulls with protective anti-slip drawer liners, a
reinforced base, ball bearing runners for super smooth
sliding action and extra double wall steel construction.

Full-length piano hinge lids aid smooth opening and a set of five-inch industrial chrome wheels
feature an easy to use footbrake. Rubber grip side handles and extra large chrome steel side
handles for make movement easy and a safety ‘push-lock’ design prevents drawers accidentally
opening when tilted. All the drawers lock simultaneously when top lid is closed and a protective
top mat prevents the top chest from moving and provides a non-slip working surface

These tool chests and cabinets are available in a range of colours, including Blue Line, Industrial
Black and Gold as well as Clarke Contractor Yellow. The CBB209B nine drawer chest is available
for only £137.99 inc. VAT and the CBB217B seven drawer mobile cabinet is available for only
£287.98 inc. VAT.

Mercedes-Benz W123 —
All models 1976 to 1986 RetroSound stereos

Price: £315
From: www.moss-europe.co.uk

Price: £12.99
ISBN: 978-1-845849-26-9
From: www.veloce.co.uk

he Essential Du'.v{'.'s If you're Modern technology

MEROCEDES-8ENZ % looking to buy offers loads
aW123don’t of options for
even think someone wanting
about it before to add a modern
you've read sound systemto a
this book - or classic but most of
our Buying them will come in
Guide in the the standard DIN
next issue. format, meaning

It includes an evaluation section,
where you can grade any potential
purchase from 1 to 4 in a number
of key areas. The higher the score
overall, the better the car - and
there’s a table at the end to advise
whether to buy or avoid cars based
on their scores. With everything
covered, from optional extras to
body rot and more, Julian Parish’s
extensive knowledge of the model
means it’s hard to go wrong.

ugly holes need cutting in the dash of older classics
designed for the smaller spindle-fit radios.

Moss Europe has solved the problem with its
RetroSound units which use the traditional spindle
mount and offers DAB radio as well as AM/FM
reception, plus a built-in Bluetooth connection,
iPod/iPhone compatibility, USB input and aux input
sockets.

Prices start at £315 for the San Diego unit in
black or chrome, with a DAB aerial adaptor at £18
and a hidden amplified aerial at £27.
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Your guide to the best new toys, tools and tomes

Smart Box jump starter

Price: From £72
From: www.workshopplus.co.uk

Gone are the days when a

hefty booster pack (essentially

acar battery in a box) had to

) be lugged about to revive non-
= starting classics, since the Smart

Box uses modern battery technology and is small
enough to fit in your back pocket, yet packs enough
power to start a 500SEC.

It's hard to see how this little marvel can be
improved, but we were recently sent the newly
upgraded Smart Box 6S to test which boasts several
refinements including a greater starting capacity
and higher-capacity ‘smart’ leads which will make the
unit more easily able to start vehicles with heavily
discharged batteries.

Like the older Smart Box, the unit comes with a
built-in powerful LED torch, plus a USB socket and
suitable connectors for charging mobile devices which
makes it ideal for camping trips and other outdoor
activities. The Smart Box itself can also be charged
using the supplied car charger or mains charger.

DRIVE: The
Definitive History
of Motoring

Price: £25
ISBN: 9780241317662
From: www.dk.com

New from DK is Drive - marketed as the
definitive history of motoring. While its size,
celebrity foreword and bright cover might
have you thinking this is a coffee-table car
book and not suited to real enthusiasts, the
content is genuinely informative on a wide
range of motoring topics from the inception
of the car to the present day. It’s not the
most in-depth book out there, but the
breadth of topics covered is second to none.
Definitely one to buy.

Mercedes-Benz 190 — All
190 models (W201 series)
1982 to 1993

Price: £12.99
ISBN: 978-1-845849-27-6
From: www.veloce.co.uk

Another
excellent guide
from Julian
Parish, covering
every 190
model up to
and including
the 16v cars.
Covering
everything from
ideal specifications for resale through
to things to check when buying and
options to avoid, the book is vital for
anyone looking to buy a 190 if they're
looking for the best. An excellent read,
and at £12.99 there’s really no excuse
not to buy it. Like the W123 book,
there’s a comprehensive evaluation and
grading system included for those keen
to buy. To see what happened when we
bought one turn to page 52...

The Essential Buyer'

Ring
Xenonis0
bulbs

Price: £26.99

From: www.ringautomotive.

com

Driving at night can
be challenging and to
improve visibility Ring
continues to set the
standards in vehicle
lighting with its Xenon150
performance halogen
bulbs. The filament on
these bulbs has been
engineered to be shorter,
with a tighter wound coil
to produce a brighter,
whiter light output and an
80m longer beam pattern,
allowing other road
users to be seen more
clearly. At 3700K, the
light output is closer to
daylight, providing better
reflections from road
markings and signs.
Xenon150 bulbs are
available in popular H4
and H7 references, which
are street legal and are
a simple upgrade from
standard bulbs.

Mercedes DRIVER
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CHARLES IRONSIDE

SPECIALISTS IN MERCEDES-BENZ CARS
Alton, Hampshire, UK (40 mins from J10 M25)

%{ﬁﬁ;’ﬂl o A

190E 1.8 litre Saloon, 1992J, one owner from new, 4-speed
auto, 28,000 miles, fmbsh, signal red grey check cloth, sunroof,
ABS, centre armrest, front electric windows, front seat nets.
Absolutely in showroom condition....

300 SL, 1988E, 4-speed auto, 4 owners, 80,000 miles, fmbsh,
diamond blue metallic, navy cloth, dark blue soft top, hard top,
factory aircon, cruise, rear seats, driver’s airbag, wind deflector,

illuminated vanity mirrors. A stunning example .......uesues £34,950.

190E 1.8 litre LE, 1993K, 3 owners, 4 speed auto, 53,000 miles,
fmbsh, brilliant silver, black check cloth, electric sunroof, driver’s
airbag. Large history file with original LE certificate ........ £7,950.

¥ Sk ¥
500 SL, 1986D, 4-speed auto, 59,000 miles, fmbsh, pajett red metallic,
mushroom leather, original black soft top, factory fitted hard top, factory
aircon, cruise, heated orthopaedic seats, rear seats, otg, headlamp wash/
wipe, Blaupunkt radio/cassette. Just serviced and ready to go....£49,950.

..£9,950,

)

500 SE, 1991J, 4-speed auto, 67,000 miles, fmbsh, astral silver metallic,
navy leather, aircon, cruise, electric sunroof, electric steering column, electric
heated memory seats, otg, headlamp wash/wipe, illuminated vanity mirrors,
Blaupunkt radio/cassette. One of the best examples for sale. ...£14,950.

Sera el a5 i S ey iy
300 SL, 1990G, 3 owners, 4 speed auto, 86,000 miles, fmbsh,
astral silver, grey leather, black soft top, factory fitted hard top,
heated seats, cruise control, illuminated vanity mirrors, otg.
Show condition £29,950.

SL 500, 2002/52, 5-speed auto/tiptronic, 33,000 miles, fmbsh, brilliant
silver metallic, anthracite leather, electric retractable panoramic glass roof,
climate, cruise, electric steering column, electric heated memory seats with
lumbar support both sides, ESP, ash black veneer, Comand with single CD/
radio/SatNav/mobile hands free and 10 CD changer, headlamp washers,
wind deflector, wood/leather steering wheel, 18” AMG alloyS wuuussess £13,950.

e =

E320 Coupe, 1996N, 4-speed auto, 20,000 miles, fmbsh, azurite
blue metallic, mushroom leather, factory aircon, electric sunroof,
electric heated seats, sports chassis, otg, headlamp wash/wipe,

twin airbags. Out of the Box.. e £24,950.

=
55 AMG ( 210-Series ), 2000, 5-speed autofiprnic, 73,000 e, mosh, brilian iver metalic,duel tone leather lack &

ory father, cimate conrol,cruis, eectrc steering colimn, lectic heated othopaedic memory seats, Comand reco/singe CO/
SafNav/CD Changerhands free teephone, anidazze rear view i, headlamp washers, 8" AVB 5 spoke singerim allys, AMG
Biodystyling font & side atags,front & rear parking sensor,birdseye wood vener fc. A faulous machin, 12,050,

300 TD, 1992K, 3 owners but one driver from new, 4-speed auto,
81,000 miles, fmbsh, barolo red, mushroom cloth, factory aircon,
7 seats, electric sunroof, illuminated vanity mirrors etc. A very

nice original example £7,950.

A160 Elegance, 1999S, one owner from new, 5-speed auto/tiptronic,
23,000 miles, fmbsh, moonlight silver, grey cloth, aircon, front & rear
electric windows, full lengh electric louvered sunroof, ESP, front &

side airbags etc. A practical and economical little Merc.......... £3,950.

. 3 L LS Fe A
500 SL, 1980W, 4-speed auto, 10,000 miles, fmbsh, light ivory,
dark brown leather, dark brown soft top, factory fitted hard top,
factory aircon, cruise, rear seats, headlamp wash/wipe. A very
rare find £59,950.

WANTED AND FOR SALE
124-series E-Class E220/320/36 Coupes, Cabriolets and Estates, 107-series 300/420/500 SLs, 126-series 420/500/560 SECs (Coupes)

Highest prices paid for excellent low mileage examples.
e: sales@charlesironside.co.uk w: www.charlesironside.co.uk t: +44 (0)1420 520635 m: +44 (0)7950 379560



Letters

UPFRONT

Write to us at Letters, Mercedes Driver,

Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, Cudham,
Kent TN16 3AG, or email md.ed@kelsey.co.uk

Shetland surprises

Just a quick note to congratulate
you on your fantastic magazine. |
have read both issues and really like
the content, especially your picture
of my Diamond Blue 280CE on page
89 of issue 2!

My Mercedes addiction means |
have a few examples of the breed...
The 280 CE in your picture won
its class at last year's concours
(2 previous family owners and
46k miles) and | have a couple of
other Mercs in great condition.

It may be worth your while
attending the Shetland Classic
car show at some point. The long
dark northern winter nights in
result in lots of shed tinkering time
meaning Shetland punches well
above its weight in classic cars.
Among the regular attendees are
the 1978 London motor show
280CE and a one family owner
box fresh 1984 230E with just 9k

miles...
Keep up the great work!
Best regards,

David Sinclair, by email

Thanks for the W140.
| just purchased Issue 1 and loved
it. I am an aficionado of various
makes, two-wheeled and four and
enjoy periodicals in equal variety. |
have felt that for those of us with
a special affection for Mercedes
Benz cars, there is definitely room
for more. Thank you, indeed, for
introducing Mercedes Driver. |
do hope the title is indicative of
the focus moving forward, with
emphasis on owning, maintaining,
engineering history and technical
analysis, as well as driving and
buying. Great stuff!

| was particularly pleased to see
the section on the W140 in the first
edition. I'd say here, too, in the USA

Above: The
W140 S-class
is loved on both
sides of the
Atlantic

(where gigantic size is apparently
not a factor with literally anything)
the appreciation of the W140s
incredible construction and ability
to cosset is on the rise. Thanks for
being bold enough to include this
fine chassis at the very start.
Robert Parsons, via email

Expert applause
I've just finished reading the first
issue of Mercedes Driver and
wanted to let you know how much
| enjoyed it. I've been working
as a Mercedes Benz tech at the
dealership level for 20 years in
London, Ontario, Canada and
still love seeing the classics come
in. Great articles and wonderful
photos. Looking forward to many
more issues!

Thanks for publishing such a good
read!
Dawson Hart, Ontario

Mercedes DRIVER
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S71. Shootout

R107 or R129 - which classic convertible is best?




rguably the most famous and iconic classic
open Mercedes is the SL - and let’s be
honest, when the weather turns dry (the
closest we have to an English summer)
we like to put the roof down. And with
Pagoda prices strong and strengthening, the enthusiast
with perhaps £10000-20000 to spend is more likely
to consider the R107 and R129 models instead. This
pairing, which saw the SL brand through over three
decades of production, span from 2.8-litres to 6.0,
six cylinders to twelve, with a healthy number of V8s
between. They see the SL through from its last days as a
sports car following the sporting Pagoda, through into
GT-car aristocracy by the turn of the millennium.

We love both here at Mercedes Driver - but we've
been lucky enough to get hold of one of each for the
ultimate summer fun photoshoot. With that in mind, if we
had the money - which would we take home?

UPFRONT
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R107v R129

Words and Pics: Sam Skelton

The Classic Choice

aunched in 1971, the R107

had a tough act to follow.

The Pagoda had become

the darling of the smart set;
at home in Chelsea or Monaco and
owned by such celebrities as Audrey
Hepburn and Sophia Loren. And
while it had been launched in 1963
as a sports car; a smooth yet swift
followup to the 190SL, the larger
engines and automatic gearboxes
of later models meant the SL had
become a GT by the time of the
280 in 1967. The R107 would build
on this; launched with the 3.5-litre
V8 of our test example, it was a
concerted move upmarket for the
drophead Benz.

Our 1979 test car might be from
midway through the production
run, but mechanically it’s just as
those early models were. And make
no mistake, it'sa GT car - not a
sports car. Soft, yielding suspension,
plenty of lean, a quiet engine and
an automatic gearbox leave you in
no doubt - it may look dynamic, but
in truth it’s little different to the
contemporary saloons underneath.

The R107’s twenty year life saw
myriad versions, ranging from a 2.8-

hemes or cover selected.

‘may

Disclaimer: Policy benefits,

1979 350SL
- value £30k
-£81.03

or £99.03
with Agreed
Valuation

“Quotes based on:
45 year old male,
marketing manager,
access to another
car, noclaims or
convictions, club
member, 3000
miles per year, no
modifications, living
inSP2 OHL.

01480
587 006

www.lancaster-

insurance.co.uk

"This is how
a convertible
ought to be
in the 21st
century.”

litre straight six (later 3.0), through
the all-iron 3.5-litre and 4.5-litre
V8s of the 1970s, to a pair of all-
alloy replacements with the 380 and
500SL models. There was even a 5.6-
litre variant using the engine from
the W126, for those who wanted the
wind in their hair to resemble a gale.
R107 prices have firmed up
considerably over the last five years
or so. Back then £10,000 might have
secured one of the nicest examples
inregular use; today a car like that
might command nearer to £20,000-
25,000. And as Pagoda values
continue to rise, R107 values expand
to fill the gap. B

How does it drive?

This is how a convertible ought to be in the 21st century. With ever-worsening road
surfaces, we don’'t want firm suspension and big wheels. Long travel springs, nice damping
and light steering are far more desirable traits - more civilised, more relaxed. Not only does
the muted V8 pull well, but it sounds good - and it’s coupled to a well-behaved automatic
box with well-spaced ratios. And it feels special, in a timeless way despite the very Seventies
colour scheme. The soft seats support you in the way that only old Merc seats can,
everything is to hand, and while some of the soft touch plastics are alien to those used to
modern finishes, they're just what an old Mercedes should have. The R107 might be forty
seven years old in design, but it feels more relevant today than it ever did.
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R107v R129

Smooth Operator

aunched in 1989, the R129 ny4!

SL had a tough act to follow. = It Sa Wor]'d

Its predecessor had been on : & apart from

sale for the best part of two LANCASTER "
decades, and had been adored the E INSURAHCE the R107 i
world over as a symbol of wealth, <
good taste and sense. The new car E 1991 300SL
had to retain all these virtues, while - value £7k
bringing the SL brand kicking and -£88.850r
screaming into the 1990s. Later 5| £106.85 Through its fourteen year life the
models featured more toys, and in ¢| with Agreed R129 was available with 12 and 24
the smaller-engined models better % Valuation valve straight sixes of 2.8, 3.0 and 3.2
weight distribution courtesy of a 3% litres, a pair of 2.8-litre and 3.2-litre
V6 - but the ones we like best at ¢| *Quotes based on: Vés, a couple of powerful V8s and
Mercedes Driver are pure original 2| 45yearoldmale, even Mercedes’ glittering V12 in the
examples like the 1991 300SL we B\ marketing manager, SL600. Most collectible today is the
have here on test. access to another rare SL60 AMG, with its enlarged V8

Despite the fact that - if anything 2| car, no claims or this was capable of 0-60 in just 5.6

- theride is even better, the R129 | convictions, club seconds.
was a more sporting SL than its | member, 3000 SL60 values, needless to say,
predecessor. It’s less like a two- miles per year, no outstrip standard models by a
door saloon with the roof cut off, modifications, living considerable margin... R129 values
despite the fact that under its svelte inSP2 OHL. in general are firming up after years
body lies the cut-down platform, seen as the “cheap one”, as R107
essentially, of aW124 300E. Perhaps = 01480 values rise to meet Pagoda prices, ) i
this shows how far forward saloon ; 587 006 the R129 has become the car for =
car technology had developed in two 2| yyyw lancaster- investors to buy now and save for
decades? Regardless, it ensures that = insurance.co.uk later. As demand becomes greater,
the R129 still feels modern in 2018. E

inevitably values will rise further. Bl — 0

How does it drive?

It's aworld apart from the R107 - and you can see how those late R107 buyers in 1989
might have felt a little short-changed had they the chance to experience an R129. There are
clear hints of the W140 S class in here, most notably the offset centre vents, complete with
miniature stowage box atop them. And behind the wheel, again it feels very like its saloon
counterparts - yet while the architecture is W124 derived, it doesn’t share the 300E’s nose-
heaviness. This is a far better balanced car than the 300E, and leagues ahead of the R107 in
agility. Its wider track means that it can corner flatter, while retaining the smoothness of the
older car over bumps. The steering feels slightly sharper too - not to the point of becoming
sporting, but just enough to feel as if progress has been made over the earlier car. And while
our test car loses two cylinders to the R107’s eight, somehow the straight six feels more
appropriate in here. It's a smooth operator...

22 Mercedes DRIVER



Mercedes DRIVER 23



UPFRONT

R107v R129

Conclusion

e love both the R107
and R129 here at

Mercedes Driver - Altel’.native ChOice

but if we could only

take one of this pair home we’d be Don’t fancy the R107 or the R129? Then thereis a
taking the R129. It's not that the third way. The R230 SL, launched in 2002, makes
R107 is a bad car by any means, but for an intriguing alternative to its predecessors. SBC
it feels its age in this company. It’s braking units can fail (as discussed in issue 3), and
undeniably a product of the early check for anything amiss with the complex folding
1970s, even though it’s an excellent roof mechanism. Prices start from as low as £5000,
example of its era - where the but we'd spend £12,000-15,000 on a good SL350.

R129 feels decades ahead. The later
R129s feel even more up to date,
but we prefer the elegant simplicity
of this early example - the non
airbag steering wheel, the analogue
trip and odometer, and numerous
other touches just make it feel a
little bit more special. And while we
might hesitate to use a really nice
R107 on a daily basis, even the best
R129s are unlikely to suffer too
badly from regular use.

"An R129 SL

could be one of Mercedes Mercedes
the smartest 350SL 300SL
investments
" : 3499¢c, V8, | 2962¢cc, 6-cyl,
of 2018. e SOHC Somc
Power 197bhp @ 188bhp @

5800rpm 5700rpm

R129s are one of the bargains of
the classic Mercedes world right Torque 211bhp @ 192bhp @
now, too. It’s still possible to find an 4000rpm 4800rpm
early 12v 300SL, or a high mileage
280/320, for under £5000. Given Max Speed 130mph 142mph
that all Mercedes SLs appreciate
in value (It’s barely been five years
since £10,000 would have got you a _
good R107) this could be one of the 0-60 8.8sec ?.0sec
smartest investments of 2018. B
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re-1985 cars can suffer
P with quite horrific rust;

something rectified by the
introduction of a galvanisation
process on later models. Check
the scuttle panel and the heater
box, as these are particularly
worrisome areas to find
corrosion and are R107 trouble
spots. Rust can also form around
the ABS pump mountings on the
right chassis leg.

Drain holes can clog and turn
the drains into water traps;
likewise the sills can be afflicted.
Othereise most body issues
are likely to be cosmetic; stone

26
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chips can lead to unsightly
blemishing around the nose,
while dings and dents may have
been rectified poorly during the
R107’s long phase of relative
bangerdom. It's only now these
cars are appreciating that they
are receiving the sort of care
they deserve - so ensure your
purchase isn’t full of filler or
coated with poor paintwork.
Suspension bushes wear, and
few cars have had replacements.
Check the subframe bushes, as
these can often be responsible
for what feels like a snatching
gearbox as you select R or D.

Mercedes DRIVER
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s Shomas u
v

Thanks <

aE "

he SL is one of the models
I afflicted by Mercedes’ 1990s
biodegradable wiring loom
issues. Cars built from 1992-1996
can suffer from degraded looms, so
it's worth checking that there’s a bill
in the history file for a replacement.
Instrument clusters can also fail
leading to dead instruments, but they
can be easily repaired by specialists
and so shouldn’t put you off the right
example. Check for rust under the
“Sacco panels” on the sides, these
plastic cladding panels can act as water
and mud traps and rot can fester away
behind them unseen for months.
Again, bonnets and front bumpers

Mercedes DRIVER

Our thanks to Hilton and
Moss for supplying the
350SL and 300SL used
in our photographs, and
for the buying advice on
these pages. Hilton and
Moss can be contacted on
01279813907, or via www.
hiltonandmoss.com.

can suffer badly from stone chips, so
check that the paint here matches the
rest of the car. While R129s are still
cheap, many suffer the indignity of
substandard paintwork and it will cost
to have it re-done properly.

R129s are also known for electrical
issues, notably in the hood mechanisms.
The cars are technological powerhouses,
with scores of ECUs and control mdules
which can fail. Many of these are located
behind the front seats, so check here
for any signs of water ingress or similar
damage which might indicate imminent
issues. It goes without saying that you
should check that all the electrical kit
functions properly.
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"The missing link between
the 190SL and the 300SL and
one of the great ‘what ifs?' in
the history of the company.”




UPFRONT

Mercedes-Benz 220SL

Words: Andrew Roberts
Pics: Mercedes-Benz
and Felix Reinerts

he surprise public appearance of a

prototype that was long believed to be

extinct is almost always the occasion

of great excitement - especially if the
marque in question is Mercedes-Benz. One of
the stars of the 2014 Motorclassica in Melbourne
was right-hand drive 220SL - the missing link
between the 190SL and the 300SL and one of the
great ‘what ifs?’ in the history of the company.

The logical starting point for the narrative was 1951
when the famous car importer Max Hoffman became the
US distributor for Mercedes-Benz. Towards the middle of
the decade, he suggested to the Board of Daimler-Benz
that he needed an open two-seater that was cheaper
than the 300SL to offer his American customers an
alternative to the likes of the MG TF and the Triumph
TR2. Fritz Nallinger, the firm’s Technical Director,
proposed using a modified platform of the W120 Series
180 saloon, which would help to reduce costs, even
if the original “Ponton” was never renowned for its
performance.

"The 190SL could
be reasonably said
to embody post-
war optimism."

The response to a prototype at the New York Motor
Show in February 1954 evidently demonstrated its
commercial potential. Full production of the W121 190SL
commenced in May 1955 and, as many an enthusiast
will tell you, the W121 had the essential looks and the
independent suspension of the 300SL at around half the
cost. In its homeland, the 190SL could be reasonably
said to embody post-war optimism, appearing in such
incredibly jolly comedy films as 1957’s Die Zwillinge vom
Zillertal, with the W121'’s red coachwork contrasting
with the mountain scenery. Nearly 40% of production
was destined for the USA, and at this time any Mercedes-
Benz was seen as almost unattainably exotic to the
average American motorist. In the 1950s the most
frequently encountered German ‘import automobile’
was the Volkswagen Beetle while a new W121 cost more
than a Jaguar XK140. Perhaps the essential difference
between the two SLs was that the four-cylinder model
was aimed at the up and coming young corporate lawyer
while its larger stablemate was weekend transport for
the head of the practice.

Right: The six-
cylinder engine
was lifted from
the 220 saloon

In the April 1956 edition of Mechanix lllustrated
the famous motoring writer Tom McCahill stated that
‘fine workmanship and splendid roadability are the top
features of this sports rig’. He and concluded that ‘this
is a fine little car and one that’ll appeal especially to the
connoisseur who likes to get his Zippos in a Tiffany box’.
McCahill also thought that ‘Joe Blow up the block with his
‘Bird will blow you off anytime he catches you loose - but
then he can’t say “Mercedes-Benz” when you both reach
the corner saloon’. Not that the average Thunderbird
driver would have considered a W121, partially because
of the issue of dollars and also because the 190SL was
less about conspicuous consumption and Wildroot hair
cream than social prestige; a world of country club B
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membership and holidays at Lake Tahoe.

The W121's 1,897cc SOHC engine with twin Solex
carburettors was capable of 110 mph and, back in
Stuttgart, serious consideration was being given to
making a more potent 190SL that would enhance
those exquisite Karl Wilfert/ Walter Hacker lines. The
lightweight 190SLR - the “R” stood Rennsport - was very
short-lived - but a W121 with an extensively altered
engine that featured a new cross flow cylinder head and a
mechanical Bosch fuel injector looked highly promising.

The first of four prototypes were constructed in
October 1955 but these modifications provoked to offer
little in the way of additional power, and such a version
of the W121 would have been too expensive. Further
consideration was then given to fitting a modified version
of the famous s 3-litre plant in the 190SL’s bay and the
engineer Kurt Oblander added a cylinder head from the
M198. The injection system from the 300SL was rejected
on the grounds of cost - which was a common theme of
190SL development plans - and so there were triple Solex
carburettors plus a new exhaust system. To ensure this
substantial unit fitted in the W121 it had to be canted by
50 degrees.

32
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The 3-litre 190SL was evaluated at the 1956 Alpine
Rally, but despite its potential, it was never to enter
production, a decision that was once again made mainly
on the grounds of DM. However, the next W121-derived
prototype appeared to be the most promising of all - the
W127 220SL. This was a combination of the injected
M127 2.2-litre six-cylinder engine that was to be fitted
to the 1958 220SE “Ponton” with the familiar 190SL
coachwork. Tests revealed some minor issues concerning
weight distribution and the front suspension while the
more substantial power plant required a redesign of the
bulkhead - but the W127 offered the motorist a blend of
torque, performance and exceptional road manners. And,
as Brian Long notes in his book Mercedes-Benz SL W113
Series: 1963-1971, the 220SL was one of the first signs
of the ‘shoe-horning habits’ of (Erich) Waxenburger - the
man who would subsequently create the 300 SEL 6.3.

Daimler-Benz constructed four prototypes - one
RHD and three LHD - and during 1956 the 220SL was
extensively evaluated from the Alps to the Nirburgring.
Nalligner planned to have it enter production in the
summer of the following year, and at one point Daimler-
Benz debated whether the W127 should replace the

UPFRONT

"Daimler-Benz constructed
four prototypes - one
RHD and three LHD."

.Mercedes—Benz 220SL
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Mercedes-Benz 220SL

W121 altogether. By April 1957 it was decided to build
both models, but the 220SL project was to encounter

a number of difficulties. Tooling issues that meant the
W127 would not be ready for its proposed launch date
and so it would have to make its debut in 1960. Another
challenge was that it used the platform of the “Ponton”
which by 1959 was on the way out; the six-cylinder W111
entered production in August of that year. The four-
cylinder models would continue until 1962, but Daimler-
Benz's resources were increasingly absorbed by the
manufacturing demands of the new “Fintail”.

At one stage consideration was given to fresh styling
for the 220SL but this was not economically viable and
so, to quote Miles Kornblatt in Mercedes W113: The
Complete Story, on the 21st October 1958 Nallinger
signed off on a new sports car project. The W111-based
W113 was initially to be powered by the M127 engine
but by 1961 Daimler-Benz responded to the potential
competition from the likes of the new Jaguar E-Type. The
displacement was increased from 2,197cc to 2,308cc
together with a new cylinder head and a modified
camshaft.

The Mercedes-Benz 230SL debuted in June 1963, by

S e "The W127 joined the

special might ranks of fascinating
pecn wih i ‘might-have-beens’"
cylinders?

which time the W127 had joined the ranks of fascinating
‘might-have-beens’. Had development of the 220SL
commenced at an earlier stage and the launch date
taken place in 1956, it might well have stood a chance

of appealing to well-heeled motorists, luring Vittorio
Gassman-style drivers from their Lancia Aurelia B24s

or appearing in a Technicolor film production alongside
Audrey Hepburn. In the UK its price would inevitably
have been astronomical, but a W127 might well have
found favour with a go-ahead member of the gentry
looking for an alternative to the Bristol 404 Drophead -
or even a Mayfair gadabout from the Laurence Harvey
School of Fashion. And in any case, the Mercedes-Benz
220SL would have been utterly magnificent. <]
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At Hilton & Moss, our team has unrivalled knowledge in the restoration and preservation of Mercedes-Benz classics. Our complete
range of services includes partial and full restorations, repairs, maintenance, preparation for concours and classic touring.

Hilton & Moss boast one of the largest and best equipped modern and classic car paint shops in the UK, with over 30,000 square feet
dedicated to body repairs and restoration As part of the Hilton Group, the largest Mercedes-Benz registered and approved facility in
the UK, and in partnership with Glasurit, who have been a paint provider to Mercedes-Benz for over 50 years, we are able to provide
concours quality restorations with a factory finish using original techniques.

Our work Current stock for sale

1962 LHD Mercedes 190SL £POA 1979 R107 Mercedes-Benz 350SL £37,950
Using often forgotfen, traditional techniques such as Presented in a lovely period correct Blue Metallic (DB387) paintwork with Silver Green with Bamboo interior. 28k miles, extensive history, exceptionally
. . matching hardtop, navy blue soft top & navy blue leather interior’. Matching original and unmolested car even down to the seam sealer, presented in a
braz;ng a”O'V'{S usto Comp/?te our restoratlong fo numbers car, having undergone a full nut and bolt restoration through our fantastic period colour way. Unmarked hood and perfect hard top. A fantastic
the most original and exacting standards possible. restoration centre to concours standard. example it for a collection or to be used as an elegant weekend cruiser.

Demand for good quality classic Mercedes-Benz SLs remain high. We are always looking to purchase
more low mileage vehicles to replenish our stock.

Sales: M11 Business Link, Forest Hall Road,
Stansted, Essex CM24 8GF

Aftersales: Raynham Road Bistop s Somaas; | Tel: +44 (0) 1279 813907 www.hiltonandmoss.com

5 minutes from M11 junction 8 | (C|3ssjc Mercedes-Benz Service | Sales | Restoration

45 minutes from London Liverpool Street X .
5 minutes from Stansted Airport | Email our Restoration Specialist Gavin Thorn at gavinthorn@hiltonandmoss.com
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TAXI!

Mercedes Benz came to dominate the international
private hire market. Unsurprising, as they created
the market in the first place...
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Above: The
170V was
Germany’s most
popular taxiin
the immediate
post-war period.
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Mercedes Taxis

Words: Sam Mace

o to any major city,

anywhere in the world,

and you won't get very

far without seeing a
Mercedes taxi. Even before the
establishment of the Mercedes-
Benz brand, Daimler and Benz made
themselves synonymous with the
private hire sector.

In 1896 Daimler sold a Viktoria
motorised carriage to a Stuttgart
businessman named Friedrich Greiner.
Greiner’s business interests included
a carriage hire company, and he
wanted to put the Viktoria to work as
an alternative to the traditional horse
drawn carriage.

Others had tried and failed. As the
Industrial Revolution rumbled into
life in the 19th century, a few intrepid
engineers made attempts at running
primitive taxis in the form of steam
powered stagecoaches. Punitive toll
rates were imposed against them,
combined with negative reactions
from the public who didn’t like them
hissing and chuffing their way into
their towns, stymieing the early
pioneers.

But the commercial potential of
the car could only be held back for so
long. Daimler saw large-volume sales
as being the ticket to serious financial
success. There were only so many rich
people with an interest in replacing
their horses that Gottlieb Daimler
could sell cars to. The answer was to
market the car as an alternative to the
established horse and cart to carriage
hire companies.

Daimler, with Greniner’s business
savvy, was the first company who are
recorded as making a success of the
motorised carriage. By 1899 Greniner
had a fleet of seven Daimlers, even
changing the name of his own firm
to the “Daimler Motorised Cab
Company”. Other rival taxi companies
sprung up after Greiner’s success
- including one run by Gottlieb
Daimler’s son. Benz, too, was making
products that were popular with taxi
operators.

"The
commercial
potential of the
car could only
be held back
for so long."

Right: Pontons
were often used
as taxis. Here,
aline of 180s
shown in Hong
Kong, 1958

Daimler and Benz; later to merge as
Daimler-Benz, didn’t have the market
to themselves for long. Adler and
Brennabor posed the greatest threats.
Brennabor had become Germany’s
second biggest car manufacturer
behind Opel in the mid ‘20s. But it
was Adler which looked to be the next
up-and-coming car manufacturer.

It launched two medium sized cars
in the same year, which were used
as German taxicabs: the Primus and
its FWD brother, the unfortunately-
named Trumpf.

If Mercedes was worried by this,
it needn't have been. 1936 was the
year that saw Mercedes gain their 2
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Mercedes Taxis

lasting dominance of the taxi market, Left: The 260D n :
when it found itself in the spotlight revolutionised Up untl]‘
at the Berlin Auto Show. It was also the taxi market

Mercedes DRIVER

the year that saw Mercedes-Benz
mark its 50th year, a milestone that
the then-Nazi government didn’t

let the public forget. It inherited a
country with an automotive industry
that was suffering in the aftermath
of the Weimar era. In 1932, Germany
made just 44,000 cars. The Nazis
claimed to have turned Germany’s
car industry around, after 215,000
cars left German auto factories in
1935. Proud of Mercedes-Benz and its
achievements, it used the Autoshow
to put the brand on a pedestal.

The perfect time then, for
Mercedes to introduce their new
170V (W136) and 260D models
(W138) to the public.

Strikingly modern for their day, both
found favour with taxi operators, but
the 260D was especially important.

the time of
the 260D’s
birth, diesel
was reserved
for trucks
and heavy
vehicles.”

It was the result of almost a decade
of development, a process which had
begun soon after the Daimler/Benz
merger.

Up until the time of the 260D’s
birth, diesel was reserved for
trucks and heavy vehicles, as it was
considered too rough and noisy for
passenger cars - not to mention the
extra weight of the engine itself. Diesel
engines were still heavier than their
petrol counterparts. But the potential
for fuel savings were too great to
ignore.

The result of almost ten years of
trial and error was the OM138 engine.
As the 260D model name would
suggest, the OM138 had a capacity
of 2.6 litres and it managed an
acceptable 45 bhp. It wasn't the only
diesel car at the Autoshow, though.
The 260D had to share the limelight
with the Hanomag Rekord, but it beat
the Rekord to production.

Despite the long development
procedd, Mercedes-Benz awaited the
260D debut with trepidation. From
an engineer’s standpoint the 260D
may well have been acceptable, but
would the public take to it? After
all, diesel was for trucks. Mercedes
made getting the OM 138 as close as
possible in its running characteristics
to petrol engines a priority. Still louder
and coarser, it was nonetheless a good
effort.

Thankfully for Mercedes, [»]
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the 260D quickly won praise from
motoring journalists, none more so
than David Scott-Moncreiff of Speed
magazine.

After driving the new 260D,
he reported: “To my utter
hornswogglement the thing
proceeded to tick over like a
bloodhound lapping soup. The thing
that really amazed me was the way in
which the diesel engine accelerated
away from a corner in a manner that
would put many petrol engines to
shame.”

Autocar was impressed too.
According to them the OM 138 was
“quiet and smooth, and practically
impossible to distinguish from a good
petrol unit.”

Mercedes may have sold a
relatively modest 2000 units,
but in doing so the 260D became
Germany’s most popular taxicab. It
was here that it created its loyal taxi
fanbase.

Unsurprisingly, the 260D had
been developed with the taxi
market in mind. Mercedes correctly
predicted that the majority of 260D
owners would be taxi drivers, and it’s
not hard to see why. By Mercedes’s
own calculations the 260D would be
around 50% cheaper to run than its
petrol contemporaries.

In pre-war Germany, taxi
operators running diesel cars would
be at a considerable advantage.

A tank of diesel in a 260D could
manage up to 310 miles - a very
useful asset at a time when
Germany’s filling station network
was comparatively sparse. Further
dividends were paid when the time
finally came to fill up. In 1936 a litre
of diesel cost 24 pfennigs (a pfennig
being a one hundredth of a mark),
against 39 pfennigs for a litre of
petrol. To further sweeten the deal,
taxi drivers could already buy fuel at
areduced rate, cutting the cost again
to 19 pfennigs a litre.

Never one to rest on its laurels,
Mercedes gave the 260D a

revamp in 1937. After only a year

of production, the W138 chassis
was replaced with the new W143
chassis, which the 260D would
share with the petrol-powered 230
model. The new chassis brought new
possibilities for taxi firms, making
the 260D available in Landaulet form
or as a fully open car. Taxi operators
wanting to give their customers
something more lavish to ride in
could even order the 260D as a
Pullman limousine.

The outbreak of World War Il cut
the 260D’s production life short, and
production wound up in 1940 - with
the 170V going the same way two
years later.

The Post-War era

The first all new, post-war Mercedes
didn’t surface until 1953 - but it

was worth the wait. The 120 series
“Ponton” was a Mercedes first,
bringing the company into the
modern age with a self-supporting,
three box body. In 1954 it was
offered with a diesel variant, dubbed
the 180D. Like its forebears, it found
great success in the taxi trade.

But there was more than economy
to endear the Ponton to taxi operators
and owners. The three box body gave
ahigher degree of practicality than

what had come before, and according
to Mercedes, there was twenty two
percent more interior space than the
170S/DS. The large boot benefitted
from a low loading sill, - a big selling
point for the 1950s taxi driver.

The Ponton was also a big hit with
taxi operators outside of Europe. It
was exported to India, the Middle
East and even as far as Asia. But it
wasn't always private enterprises
making the orders.

It was common for Middle Eastern
governments to buy stocks of vehicles
from whichever manufacturer they
liked the look of at the time (Peugeot
later became a popular choice for
desert despots who wished to
mobilise the masses, for example) and
sell them back to the public.

In countries such as Syria and
Lebanon, there was no open market
for new cars, and as a result, vehicles
became prized assets, getting passed
down from one generation to the next.

It was in situations such as these,
where Mercedes cemented its
reputation for legendary durability.

The Ponton proved itself to be
capable of lasting for decades, with
examples being seen working for a
living as taxis in Lebanon as late as
2008, and Aleppo were known to still
have fleets of Pontons up until 2002.
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SPORTING CLASSIC MOTORS LTD

oy SCM

HAMPSHIRE, SOUTHERN ENGLAND
Specialists in Classic Car engineering since 1965.

» Restoration « General Repair work
« Servicing « Mechanical Engineering
» Bodywork « Paint Refinishing
o Assessments and Valuations
With expertise developed over more than 50 years.
SCM provides a fully comprehensive facility for all

aspects and associated requirements of classic cars and
historic vehicles.

For further information
Tel: 01635 299184
Email: info.sportingclassicmotors@gmail.com
Web: www.sportingclassicmotors.co.uk

1981 W126 500SEL Auto - 63K Miles - 1 Owner - FMBSH

Finished in unmarked 480 Manganese (Bronze) metallic with Mushroom
leather. An incredibly well preserved early example of what is generally
regarded as the best S-Class ever made. Everything , including AC, Climate
and cruise still works as it should. Comes with an extensive MB service
history containing 35 main dealer stamps.

£14,995

1992 W201 190D 2.0 - Just 39K Miles - FSH

In gleaming and pristine 568 Signal red with pristine Oxblood cloth interior.
A simply beautiful example that has covered a mere 39,000 miles with
FSH. A real one off, and probably one of the best 190 Diesels available, T
very much doubt you'llfind another like it.

POA

1995 W140 S500 Auto - 65K Miles - FSH

Finished in 366 Azurite Blue with Cream leather. Very high specification
and just 65K miles, with the most amazing service history, which starts
with the original bill of sale for £65,768.57 . It's said the W140 is probably
the most thoroughly engineered car of all time, and this car is certainly
testament to that.

POA

1998 W202 C240 V6 Auto - 55K Miles - FSH

In 702 Smoke Silver, with Mushroom leather, all in amazing condition. Just
two previous owners with a FMBSH. Options includes full leather , front &
rear PDC, AC, illuminating vanity mirrors, RHR,, MB Audio 10 CD. Has the
super smoother M112 V6 with the 5 Speed Automatic transmission.

£4750

1992 W201 190D Diesel 2.5 Auto - 126K Miles - FSH

Finished in 199 Blue/Black with grey cloth interior. Just 126K miles with
FSH (24 stamps). Excellent specification includes all electric windows x 4,
central locking, electric sunroof, headlamp wipers, outside temperature
gauge, 15-hole alloy wheels. Now becoming extremely rare, and sought
after.

£4995

Please see my website for more quality modern classic Mercedes, prepared to a very high standard, and
also for further information and high resolution images for the above vehicles.

MTSV, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD21 1PG.
t: 07976 280 738  w: www.mtsv.co.uk e: info@mtsv.co.uk
contact Mark Taylor for further information or to arrange a viewing
Viewing strictly by appointment only please.

The Finest Examples of Mercedes-Benz
Cars from the 1960s to the 1990s

SL320 Roadster 1994L
Blue/Black metallic, matching hardtop,
black soft top, Mushroom leather
interior, 5 speed auto, cruise, original

16” 8 hole alloys, FSH, two owners,
only 19,000m . .. .........

SLK320 Roadster 2001/51

Sapphire Blue met, blue/black leather,
5-Sp auto, climate, cruise/limiter, elec
seats, leather steering wheel and
gearknob, orig 5 spoke AMG alloys,
FSH, ONLY 12,000m . . . . £11,950

230TE Estate 1984B

Midnight Blue, blue cloth interior,
zebrano wood, auto, 4 x elec windows,
manual sunroof, split fold rear seats,
seven seats, original alloys, three
owners, FSH, 99,000m . . ... £10,950

B -
230TE Estate 1989G
Blue/Black metallic, grey leather
interior, Zebrano wood, 4-Sp auto, 4 x
elec windows, elec sunroof, cruise, htd

seats, two owners (latest since 1yr
old), mega history, 172,000m . . £6,450

NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW!

Arrive in style aboard one of our sleek
1960s/70s Mercedes saloons/coupes
complete with uniformed chauffeur.
Novelty Mercedes also available for
wacky groom/best man transport!

220SEb Coupe 1965C

Original colour scheme of Horizon Blue
with Midnight Blue roof, light tan
leather, four speed column change
auto, fully restored and immaculate
condition throughout . . . ... ..

E320 Sportline Cabriolet 1996N

Azurite Blue metallic, grey leather, blue
soft top, 5 speed auto, cruise, airbags,
heated seats, wood/ leather steering
wheel, original Sportline 15” alloys,
FSH, 81,000m . £17,450

300SL Roadster 1986C

Signal Red, matching hardtop, dark
brown soft top, Saffron sport check
interior, auto gearbox, electric
windows, rear seats, original alloy
wheels, FSH, 51,000m . . . .. £34,950

9

280SL Roadster 1985C

Midnight Blue, matching hardtop, new
black soft top, blue leather, auto
gearbox, air conditioning, electric
windows, rear seats, original alloy
wheels, FSH, 92,000m . . . .. £24,950

2

$280 Saloon 1998S

Brilliant Silver metallic, Orion Grey
leather, 5 speed auto, cruise, climate,
electric seats, double glazing, electric
sunroof, leather gearknob, airbags,
original alloys, FSH, 73,000m . £7,450

Our cars are carefully selected as the best of their type, and
are sold with our own warranty after a full mechanical check
by Mercedes trained technicians in our own workshop.

Viewing by Appointment

15 minutes from Manchester Airport. 1hr 41min from Euston by train

tel: 07980 241177 or 01625 260913

email: info@ccbenz.co.uk

See www.ccbenz.co.uk for full descriptions and more photos
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Mercedes Ambulance

Words:
Andrew Roberts

he name of Mercedes-Benz
has long been associated
with Krankenwagens and
to tell their complete story
would encompass several volumes.
There is also the aspect that in
their homeland, the tri-star badged
ambulance has been a familiar
sight for generations whereas in
the UK they had an exotic and even
menacing air, one associated with
sinister rain-coated figures in 1960s
Cold War Films; one immediately
thinks of the W110 190D “Fintail”
in The Ipcress File. It should also be
mentioned that only a vehicle of the
calibre of aW123 T estate decked
out with emergency lights could
make the 1983 Cannon & Ball film
The Boys in Blue at all watchable.
Just.

And so, we will be mainly
concentrating on the changing
aspect of the Mercedes-Benz
ambulance in the post-years with
the advent of unitary-construction.
In May 1946 Sindelfingen
had resumed the small-scale
manufacture of vehicles and the
W136 was initially available only in
commercial form; the saloon would
not be re-introduced until July of
the following year. An ambulance
conversion appeared that autumn,
and in late 1948 its design was
further refined under the auspices of
Fahrzeugwerke Lueg. The Bochum
company had been formed in 1868
and had constructed its first car
body, based onthe Mercedes-
Simplex 28/32, in 1904. After the
Second World War Daimler-Benz
would officially distribute their
ambulances and by the end of the
1940s, another 681 chassis had been
despatched to the Lueg works.

From December 1950 onwards
the conversions were also offered
on 170 D and by 1952 Lueg had
made a further 485 ambulance
based on both the petrol and diesel
engine W136s - but the debut of
the W120 in 1953 would anticipate

"In the UK they had
an exotic and even
menacing air.”

a new form of emergency vehicles.
Anyone trading in their 170S for
the latest W120-series 180 would
have almost instantly noticed how
there was less noise, enhanced
rigidity - and how mounting the
running gear, front suspension and
steering on a detachable subframe
made for ease of maintenance. From
January 1955 onwards the Ponton
- so named for its formidable box-
section side-members - was also
offered in a partially-built form.
The 180-AM and 180D-AM (AM
=“Auswartsmontage” or external
build) were devoid of a roof or a
body to the rear of the B-pillars, and
they also lacked a paint finish.

One high-profile conversion was
the pick-ups, which was primarily
aimed at the South African “Bakkie”
market and another was the Kombi
estate cars. These last-named were
typically made by either Binz of
Lorch near Stuttgart or Miesen of
Bonn as their wagons had official
factory approval, a state of affairs
that lasted until 1965. The former
was recognisable via its distinctive
rear side doors while the latter was
more of a modified saloon; both
conveyed an idiosyncratic sense
of elegance. The Binz Lorch & Co
Coachbuilding Company had been
founded by Michael Binz in 1936.
Since the end of the Second World
War, they had created a variety B
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Mercedes Ambulance

of taxi-cab and commercial vehicle
bodies for a number of clients, such
lorry cabs for Krupp and Steyr-Puch.
Miesen had been established in 1870
and had been closely associated with
emergency vehicle bodies for over
eight decades.

"The idea of providing
emergency care at
the location of an RTA
would not take hold
until the 1960s."

Binz's English langue brochure
tempted affluent US motorists
with their ‘racy elegant station
car’ adaptation of the W120 and it
was indeed a sporting machine in
comparison with a mock-timbered
Buick or Chrysler. In Germany,
the idea of a luxury station wagon
would not really take hold until
the 1970s, and the five-door
Ponton conversions would be far
more associated with ambulances.
March 1955 saw the unveiling of a
prototype Krankenwagen design
that would become a familiar sight
on German roads before the end
of the decade. At that time the
idea of an all-steel ambulance was
indeed a radical one, especially if it
took the form of an elegant, even
comparatively sleek-looking, five-
door station wagon.

However, it was not that
the appearance of the Ponton
ambulances was more in keeping
with the general ethos of post-
war Germany as that would be an
utterly facile argument; crews and

48

especially patients seldom have
strong aesthetic opinions in the
midst of a life-or-death situation. The
W120 conversions were ideal for a
rapidly changing landscape including
traffic conditions which reflected the
impact of the “Economic Miracle”.

In the immediate post-war era, the
fire station of a town or city would
often operate the ambulances,

with coverage of rural areas falling
to the Red Cross but the 1950s
progressed, the road accident rate
inevitably grew. The country did

not experience mass-motoring on a
US-scale - as recently as 1961 fewer
than one in five households would
own a car - but this was a time when
the average worker could genuinely
aspire to drive a new Auto Union or
Volkswagen. Meanwhile, the growth
of suburban housing during that
decade was a further incentive to
investing in an Opel Rekord.

The idea of providing emergency
care at the location of an RTA would
not take hold until the 1960s, and
the Pontons featured little in the
way of specialised equipment B

Mercedes DRIVER



UPFRONT

[a
L
=
(a4
)
7]
Q
=]
[
]
P
W




UPFRONT

Mercedes Ambulance

by modern standards. German
ambulances would start to be
more elaborately fitted from 1957
onwards, but their essential role
was to transport patients to the
hospital with the minimum of delay.
This meant that they would have
to be as suited to roads in a newly-
constructed housing development
as it was to the autobahn and a
significant reason for favouring the
W120 conversion over the older
170 or a contemporary commercial
vehicle such as the Opel Blitz was
the ride qualities. In the late 1940s, a
W136 was regarded as a reliable and
smooth form of patient transport,
but the Ponton was a genuine step
forward regarding handling and
cornering.

The Binz conversions featured
an extended chassis, but they often
retained much the same appearance
as their Kombis, but when the

"The Ponton
was a genuine
step forward
regarding
handling and
cornering.”

Miesen-bodied 190s appeared in
1956 they did not follow the same
format as their station wagons and
instead adopted a higher roofline.
Neither exclusively built Mercedes-
Benzes - for example, in 1961 Binz
created a BMW 2600 “Baroque
Angel” ambulance while Miesen
adaptation of the Opel Kapitan P1
resulted in a splendidly US style
machine. They even devised a

genuinely formidable W189, one of
the most stunning vehicles to ever
carry a stretcher. But it was their
Pontons that arguably became their
most famous products during the
late 1950s, and we shall encounter
their W110, W114/5 and W123
successors in later editions.

For now, our main observation
is how the photos of the Binz and
Miesen ambulances serve as a virtual
counterbalance to the publicity that
automatically surrounds the W186,

Above:
Mercedes
ambulances
have remained
popular - as
documented
by these W123
and W124
conversions

the 300 SL Gullwing, the 600, the
W113 “Pagoda” or the 300 SEL

6.3. These are all crucial aspects of
the history of Mercedes-Benz, but
the post-war emergency service
conversions are equally vital to the
marques’s story. They are prime
examples of how the famous badge
is as much associated with public
service as it is with racing victories,
heads of state or film stars. Or, to put
matters somewhat more succinctly,
with saving people’s lives.
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We are a dedicated team of skilled me
with more than 100-years experience o
copper, and nickel plating. We specialise i
all car and motorcycle bright work to a high @
e Our work is undertaken in-house and every jo

with the utmost care.
o All of our work is triple plated — copper, nickel & c
o We can take on all projects, from the biggest to sma

e We are happy to provide references from our many satis
customers.

BATTERES - SERVIQE ITEMS - OL
BRAKES - CLUTCHES - TOOLS

-5 WHEELER STREET HEADCORN 01622891777 -

RETAIL | TRADE | EXPORT www.psautoparts-store.uk

TO ADVERTISE IN

Our aim is to provide you with the best quality finish at the
most reasonable price possible.

To discuss your metal finishing requirements, please
telephone the number below, or visit our website.

Telephone: 01384 214429 CALL BART ON
www.castlechrome.co.uk O1233 228754

Availapje to

ONLINE
GROUP

VINTAGE & CLASS__IC LUBRICANTS

Our Classic range of products have been designed for veteran and vintage vehicles that need a different appr'o;ad1 to lubrication than those of the modern age.
Our lubricant manufacturing business was established in1921and so we have grown with the unique specialist knowledge of how to provide the right lubricant for the right vehicle.
We also provide restoration and touch up paint, brake fluids, gear oils and cleaning products for classic vehicles.

CLASSIC ENGINE OILS « CLASSIC BRAKE FLUIDS * CLASSIC AGRICULTURAL OIL « CLASSIC GEAR OILS

Manufacturers of Quality Lubricants & Paints since 1921
www.withamgroup.co.uk
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We've bought ourselves a cheap Mercedes.
How well will it go?
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o Words: Sam Skelton
Project Mercedes Pics Samsielon
kini 2,wedi d Left: Our 190E n
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Mercedes. We chose arange good... but is it?

of budget points, decided
upon the best models to view, and
then gave some generic words of
wisdom for buying at any budget.
This gave our publisher an idea. Why
not, he suggested, buy one of our
own? Running a magazine project
over the coming months would give
us chance to highlight some of the
pitfalls of owning and enjoying your
first Mercedes. The car will be driven
and maintained by Matthew Bell,
staff writer on our sister title Classic
Car Buyer, and he will write a number
of features about what it’s like to live
with an inexpensive Mercedes. We
were allocated a £3000 budget, and
tasked with finding a suitable car for
the job.

The first stage was working out
where to look. Obviously internet
auction sites, classic car sale sites and
auctions were popular places for us to
start, but we needed to work out what
we wanted to boot. £3000 would not,
after all, get us an E55 AMG - and with
several of our writers owning W124s,
we felt this was an ideal opportunity to
highlight a model which we don’t own
personally. We narrowed our search
down to three models - the 1980s
W126 S-Class, the W123 range, and
the 190. Theoretically, our £3000
budget ought to allow for a usable
example of either of the first two, and
anice example of the latter.

Some thought was given to
sensibilities. After all, purchase is one
thing - but if our new motor were to
cost aking’s ransom to maintain it
would defeat the point of the feature.
So we ruled out any V8 W126s - we
were looking at 4 and 6 cylinder cars.

Ouir first consideration was a 1976
280E being sold by dealer Kim Cairns.
A nice enough looking car in Mimosa
yellow, and known to our editor from
previous work. It had a nice history
file, and while it was slightly out of our
budget it seemed like the sort of car

one night, so
began to sift
through the
advertisements
on Facebook
Marketplace.”

which we could stretch the budget to
accommodate. It drove well, looked
good and was distinctive - sounded
ideal? Alas not.

Clubs Editor Jack O’Brien drew
our attention to the rust below the
rear pillar trim finisher. “If aW123
has started to rust there, thereis a
risk that it will have spread below the
rear window and into the parcel shelf.
Stripping that back could reveal all
manner of rust, and it won’t be a cheap
thing to rectify if it does. It’s a good car,
but I'm concerned by that.”

Time to move on then - and to
an unexpected source of gold. |
was bored one night, so began to
sift through the advertisements on
Facebook Marketplace. And there
was a rather nice looking 190E 2.6 for
relatively little money - £1800.

It looked good. And it looked better
in the metal - no visible rust on top,
and the seller was all too happy to
let me underneath it in a pit at his
place of work. There are a couple of
patches underneath but nothing that
looks frilly, and nothing underneath
objected when tapped with hammers.
Solid, mechanically happy, a good body
and a good interior - we had landed
upon something really rather special.
Negotiated down to £1550, | took
Matt Bell to collect it 2 weeks later.

All was well for the first portion
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of the journey back from Thetford to
Peterborough, where the Mercedes
Driver office is located. But as Matt
hit traffic outside Cambridge, the
temperature gauge rose. Once

traffic cleared the car cooled from
100 to 80 degrees, but this wasn’t

the end of our troubles. 20 miles up
the road | had a call from Matt - the
temperature gauge had risen to 120
degrees, he had turned the heater

on to counteract it and after a time
the heater had started blowing cold. |
advised him to get off the road as soon
as possible - the next junction, 5 miles
away, was our only hope.

As we left the slip road, the 190
expired in a cloud of steam. We just
got it across the roundabout to safety
before it declared no more. Bonnet
up, rad cap off, and there was no
coolant to be seen. We had obviously
overheated and blown the head
gasket. A top-up with spare water got
us running again - but the 190 wasn'’t

Right: o "As we left
elton refills .

the cooling the S].].p
system on our

190E road, the

190 expired
in a cloud
of steam.”

happy. Four cylinders if we were lucky,
hesitant under 2000rpm and virtually
undriveable. Rather than head for the
office, we decided to head to my home
which was about half the distance - |
gave Matt my car keys and took over
in the now very poorly sounding 190E.
And | saw what Matt meant. This
car wasn't happy - though there was a
glimmer of hope when it briefly picked
up before each upward change. Using
the gearbox as a manual through D, &
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3, and 2 gave me enough momentum
to be able to get the car home safely,
which is where the diagnostic fun
could begin.

The following morning | went to
start it for another listen - and it ran
better at cold. No water had been
lost, no oiliness, no emulsification
in the oil - | started wondering if
we had in fact cooked the gasket at
all. As a precaution | ordered a new
set of HT leads, just in case the fault
was ignition related. Once fitted, it
ran far better - and removing the
old leads had shown me why. As the Left: Plugs
temperature rose we had fried them, checked and

in some cases baking them onto the new leads fitted,
plugs which were themselves still the carran
perfectly okay. While still a little better - but not

hesitant from a cold start - | suspect right.
injector cleaner may help here as the

tank had been low - we were back

on six, idling happily, and driving

well.

So what on earth had happened
to cause this? | suspected a radiator
cap in poor condition had vented the
coolant under pressure in traffic, then
as Matt got going again the engine
warmed up with no means of cooling.
| tried the brand new cap from my
E220 Coupe, and the 190 seemed
fine. | then put the 190 cap on my
car and watched steam emanate. No
pressure when the cap was removed
to top up. We had our cause - and
amazingly the effects appear to
have been minor. Think of that next
time anyone questions Mercedes
longevity.

We've booked it into our local
garage for a second opinion though,
just in case anything else has been
fried. They’re going to be giving it a full
going over - including aservice and a
compression test. Then it’s off to Matt
Bell, who's going to be running it, and
keeping us updated as to its progress. &

How you can save money
on your classic insurance

Five suggestions on behalf of Andrew Evanson
Senior Operations Manager for Lancaster Insurance

Rather than visiting price comparison websites, go direct to a specialist classic

broker who understands the market and who you can trust. They should be able
to find a tailored policy for your classic which will ensure you've got the correct cover
and that you're paying the correct amount.

On a policy, your premiumiis likely to increase as the number of miles you drive

increases, so when speaking to a broker, be careful not to overestimate annual
mileage and be as accurate as you can.

Car clubs bring together people from all walks of life to share a common passion for

classic cars and is a great way of meeting fellow enthusiasts. If you're a member be
sure to tell your insurer as they might be able to give you a discount on your policy.

If you have an unusual, rare or modified classic, it's best to talk to your broker

over the phone. They'll be able to talk in detail about your vehicle and help find
ways of reducing the cost, whilst still ensuring you have the right, bespoke policy
for needs.

Try toensure that you do not let your cover expire after 12months. This will ensure

that the price you have been quoted is valid, as it may contain a continuous cover
discount.

LANCASTER

INSURANCE

01480 587 006

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk
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SL Origins

n the challenging environment
of post-war West Germany,
former Mercedes racing
department head Rudolf
Uhlenhaut (who had designed the
famous ‘Silver Arrow’ racing cars
of the 1930s) returned to his ex
employer in the same role in 1948.
With limited resources entry
to the single-seater racing series
was simply not on the cards, so
Uhlenhaut settled for returning
Mercedes to sports car racing.
There could be no bespoke engines.
The only vaguely suitable power
unit was the three-litre M186
straight-six from the W186 300
‘Adenauer’ luxury saloon. Forced by
necessity to use a large and heavy
engine, Uhlenhaut decided that his
new racer’s success would be built
on a trifecta of minimal weight,
maximum reliability and a hitherto-
unknown focus on driver comfort.
Together this would produce a car
which could sustain high speeds
for the hours needed to win at
endurance racing.
Constraints on both budget
and weight led to Uhlenhaut’s
brainwave to give the car a
space frame instead of a chassis.
Consisting of aluminium tubes
welded into intersecting triangles,
the bare frame weighed just 50kg.
It also bestowed unheard of rigidity.
Meanwhile aerodynamics led to
the development of a streamlined
coupé body from thin panels
of aluminium-magnesium alloy
with perspex windows. Although
Uhlenhaut’s team lacked access to
awind tunnel their final product
had a drag co-efficient of 0.36,
or roughly the same as a modern
computer-designed hatchback.
With a fixed roof and the very
high sill created by the space
frame, there was no easy way of
incorporating the doors, which
had to be present and practical to
comply with racing regulations.
When it occurred to the design

"There was no
easy way of
incorporating
the doors,
which had
to be present
to comply
with racing
regulations.”

team that the rules said nothing
about what orientation the doors
had to be in, the result was the
soon-to-be-famous set of top-
hinged ‘gullwing’ doors - the most
distinctive feature of what was
named the W194.

After its conversion to a racing
engine the M186 engine produced
175bhp, courtesy of triple twin-
barrel Solex carburettors, a higher
compression ratio and an uprated
camshaft. The engine also had to
be canted over by 50 degrees and
fitted with a dry sump lubrication
system to fit under the W194’s low-
set nose. The rest of the running
gear also borrowed heavily from the
W186 Adenauer but was adapted
for the track. The use of the E186’s
coil springs and telescopic dampers
on all four corners not only provided
fully independent suspension but
allowed the W194's ride to be far
more cosseting and stable than
many of its contemporaries. Rather
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Words: Jack Grover

than experiment with untried disc

: . brakes the W194 used big drum
e ot - brakes - 11.5 inches across (as on
‘ = the Adenauer) but now 3.5 inches
M e deep.

- | : The W194 led Mercedes’ return
g & 27220011 L i to post-war motorsport in dramatic
: form with two works cars coming
second and fourth in their debut
event, the gruelling 1600-km 1952
Mille Miglia That the W194s had
completed this marathon without
a single mechanical defect only
further proved Uhlenhaut’s vision.
The victories soon began to pile up
as the car’s combination of speed,
minimal weight, roadholding and
refinement came into play. At the
1952 Le Mans 24 Hour, the W194
claimed first and second place
and were over 200kg lighter than
the third-placed car. A matter of
weeks later four W194s took the
top spots in the Jubilee Grand
Prix sprint event at the Nlrburing
before completing the type’s
debut year with another one-two
finish in the 2000-mile Mexican
Carrera Panamerica. In just a few
months the W194 had turned
Mercedes back into a marque with
enviable racing pedigree able to
rank with the other great sporting
manufacturers of Europe.

Where it really made an impact
was in the booming North American
market. Austrian-born import
agent Max Hoffman’s ambition
was to sell Americans the new
mid-size Mercedes saloon, the
W120 ‘Ponton’ introduced in 1953.
The understated quality of the
Stuttgart product was a tough sell
against cheaper, bigger, faster and
more glitzy American products
and he struggled to shift his stock.
The sporting success of the W194
seemed to be the answer and
Hoffman petitioned Mercedes to
build a road-going version of the
car. After being continually turned
down Hoffman raised the stakes by
not requesting a car, but ordering £l
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1000 of them. Now the financial
risk was on his books rather than
Daimler’s development work
proceeded swiftly.

The result was the Mercedes-
Benz W198 300SL - its name
coming from its three-litre
engine (still a development of the
Adenauer’s 2996cc engine) and
the initials for ‘Sportlich Leicht’
or ‘Sports Lightweight’. Longer in
wheelbase and slightly narrower
in track than the W194, the 300SL
was still built around an aluminium
tubular spaceframe, was still a
fixed-head streamlined coupé and
still had the unique ‘gullwing’ doors.
But despite its initials the W198 was
significantly heavier than the W194.
For production reasons the 300SLs
body was in steel with aluminium-
alloy doors, bonnet and boot lid and
standard glass windows. Meanwhile
the interior became fully trimmed
and padded, also boasting a big
ivory-plastic steering wheel which
hinged flat in an attempt to improve
access over the notoriously high sill.

To cope with its added weight
the 300SL also had more power.

In place of triple carbs, which

were maintenance-intensive

and unpleasant to drive in road
conditions, there was Bosch
mechanical indirect petrol injection
- aworld first. The cylinder head
had larger valves for better torque
and there was a conventional sump,
so even though the engine was still
canted over the W198 had a more
square-set appearance due to its
taller engine. The new power unit
made 215hp and gave a top speed
of 160mph, making the 300SL both
the most powerful and the fastest
product road car of the time.

Tellingly, the 300SL was launched
at the 1954 New York Motor Show
rather than the traditional arena
of Frankfurt or Geneva. It caused
a sensation - rarely had such a
directly race-bred car been offered
to the general public, and with B
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such unique and striking style.

Its performance and technology
was so far ahead of anything else
that it has a strong claim to being
the first true ‘supercar.’ Although
intended purely to improve the
car’s potential in endurance racing,
Uhlenhaut’s insistence on a high
level of mechanical refinement and
rider comfort meant that the W194
transitioned to the road in the
shape of the W198 with remarkable
ease.

The W198 300SL was aimed at
both at the wealthy ‘jet set’ and
professional racing outfits. Buyers
could, at extra cost, order their
300SL (base price 29,000 DM or
$11,000) with any combination of
race-spec camshaft (taking power
to 240bhp), stiffer and lower
springs, race tyres on wider rims
or, for the true enthusiast with
money to burn, an alloy-built body.
This final option put an extra 5000
DM or $2000 on the price, also
making the 300SL one of the most
expensive cars of its time.

As a crucial part of Hoffman’s
marketing strategy, alongside
the 300SL at New York was what
appeared, even at a close glance,
to be just a roadster version of
the gullwinged coupé. In fact it
was a totally different car, placing
the W120 Ponton monocoque
platform under steel body panels
replicating all the essential features
of the 300SL. Suspension and
steering were also closely derived
from the mighty W198 but under
the bonnet was a lightly-tuned
104bhp version of the Ponton’s
1.9-litre four-cylinder M121 engine.
This open-top car, still capable of
spirited performance by any normal
standard, cost only a third as much
as the full-bore version but carried
alot of its cachet and glamour. Here
was the 190SL, car for the many
who wanted a Mercedes SL but
could not afford a Gullwing.

The 190SL would not reach

full production until the spring

of 1955, so until then the 300SL
had the world to itself. Hoffman'’s
gamble quickly paid off, with his
1000 orders being filled within
weeks. Of those only 29 cars were
built with alloy bodies. World
demand for 300SLs was such that
Stuttgart built another 400 on
top of Hoffman'’s original order,
but in any case 80 per cent of

the total were sold in the USA. A
similar proportion of 190SLs, sales
of which exceeded 25,000, were
also sold Stateside, absolutely
vindicating Hoffman’s idea and
providing the boost to Mercedes’
image and reputation which saw
the growth of steady and valuable
saloon car sales.

The final piece of the puzzle
came in 1957 when the gullwing
300SL was replaced by a
convertible version. This, by
necessity, had traditional front-

Above: The
300SL begat the
whole SL family

hinged doors which in turn meant
redesigning a large part of the
space frame structure. With
redesigned headlamps, greater
luggage space and a much-
improved design of rear swing axle
suspension to cure the 300SL’s
infamous ‘jacking’ behaviour, the
new 300SL roadster was slightly
cheaper than the original. While
arguably prettier and certainly
more practical in roadster form,
the loss of the gullwing doors did
rob the car of some of its unique
aura. Development continued, with
an optional hardtop being offered
from 1958 and the 300SL became
the first Mercedes to mount four-
wheel disc brakes in 1961. W198
production ended in 1963 with
the introduction of the W113
‘Pagoda’ SL. The basic features
and character of an automotive
dynasty which continues to this
day had been established.
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MAKE YOUR CAR THE STAR

SUNDAY 17TH JUNE, NORMAN PARK, KENT

GET TOGETHER WITH YOUR FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS
OR JOIN LIKE-MINDED ENTHUSIASTS IN ONE
OF OUR EXPANDED DISPLAY AREAS.

CLUB AND
DISPLAY AREAS

NOW OPEN
FOR BOOKING

WWW.BROMLEYPAGEANT.CO.UK

CLASSICSJerse CLASSICS

Car Buyer
ooking fee applies to all tickets. Ticl Ticket £7.00* when booked in advance. All
QS g . Hayes Ln, Bromley BR2 9EF
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Making a Slash

Koenig's work was arguably the ultimate in 80s excess

980s tuners often chose
Mercedes-Benz as the
target for their excesses.
Not only is Mercedes-
Benz one of the best brands in
the business, but the reliability
of its 80s models was second
to none. Favoured transport by
the chairmen and Arab sheikhs
alike, it’s no surprise that they
became the chosen basis for more
personal displays of wealth.

One of the more overt modified
Mercs of the 1980s was the
Koenig SL. Founded by racing
driver Willy Koenig, the company
began by offering performance
and cosmetic modifications to the
Ferrari Berlinetta Boxer. Koenig
had been unimpressed with his

"Side strakes
transformed the
shape into something
almost more akin to a
Ferrari Testarossa."

car, and set out to return it to the
halcyon days of the sporting brand.
The brand diversified in the early
1980s into modifying other brands
including Jaguar, Lamborghini, and
Mercedes.

Starting life as a standard SL500,
the Koenig cars were dispatched
to the workshop for remodelling.
The rear was widened significantly,
with side strakes transforming
the shape into something almost
more akin to a Ferrari Testarossa.
Approximately six inches of
additional width were added to
each side of the car, topped not
only by a spoiler on the tail edge of
the bootlid but by an alarming wing
atop the rear deck. The side vents,
however dramatic they may have
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looked, were blanks. They served
no purpose except to increase wind
turbulence and drag, reducing the
overall aerodynamic capability of
the package.
This would have been to the
car’s overall detriment in terms
of performance except for just
one thing. Koenig offered a
performance upgrade to match
the dramatic new bodywork. The
5.0 V8 wasn't enough any more
- Koenig added a supercharger
which boosted overall power by a
third: from 240bhp to a staggering
320bhp. This was transmitted
through 15” BBS alloys - a
staggering 13 inches wide on the
back, necessitating 345/35 tyres.
Inside, the cars looked nothing
like the originals - TVs, Recaro seats
and Clarion stereos dominated.
Many cars were trimmed in button-
back leather; a Koenig trademark,

—

e "It must have
gnEagconthe been One
coupe
of the most
expensive

and opulent

padded cells
available
to man."

and one which highlights the tastes
of the era better than little else.
Ruched and padded door cards
completed the package, which
must have been one of the most
expensive and opulent padded cells
available to man.
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But Koenig didn’t stop there.
W126 S-Classes, SECs and R129
SLs also came under the tuner’s
knife - most visibly in the form
of convertible conversions to the
SEC coupe. Again, these featured
side slashes in the style of the
Ferrari Testarossa. Unlike the
R107 though, the SEC conversions
also featured dramatically
widened front wheelarches in the
style of Audi’s Quattro. 500SEC
conversions - and 560SEC
conversions - were usually
supercharged. In the case of the
convertible, the performance
usefully offset the extra weight
of the roof mechanism and body
strengthening.

"Everything is
still available
— even the
bodykits ."

Excess was less favourable
during the 1990s - so while
Koenig offered conversions to the
subsequent SL and SEC models
few were produced. By the mid
1990s the tuner conversions were
gone, though Koenig Specials still
exists as a supplier of performance
modification parts. Everything is still
available - even the bodykits, which
for the SEC cost in the region of
€9000, and €9500 for the R129 SL.
Sadly the R107 SL is not listed on its
website, www.koenig-specials.com.
Do you have a modified
Mercedes you'd like us to showcase?
We welcome individual cars, as well
as our look at the world of custom
tuning. Write to us at sam.skelton@
kelseymedia.co.uk. B
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700mm Sheet Metal Folder 2-Level
Vice/Bench Mounting Heavy-Duty
Trolley |

Lid & Flexi-Spout

Removable
Folding Plate

« Tough

polyethylene =5
jug resistant to __ L

- Capable of bending a 2mm steel oil and most - Garage or
sheet, of limited length, up to and acids. workshop trolley b u
with an 80kg
£9.: £79.95%
. . VAT
£11.] £95.94 5
oy o VAT

beyond a 90° angle. £ 09 9 - Removable
« Unique patented endless design and 1 EXC. flexible spout. capacity per shelf.
a VAT 4 y « Size (Wx D x H)
3tonne Super Rocket Lift LAND
Trolley Jack ROVER

removable folding plate allows the user to
fold any length of sheet metal up to 1Tmm thick. 760 x 410 x 900mm.
£131 9 INC. - Model No. CX102
o VAT
PRO
CHOICE
‘PRODUCT TEST 2018

« List Price

« Model No. TSO1
£15.45 « List Price £103.95

- List Price £149.95

3-Way Fill Side Lever
Grease Gun

y%
44

Auto Darkening Welding
Helmet Shade 9-13

Grinding Function

- Features True Colour
technology for improved
visibility, less eye strain and
realistic colour recognition.

- Complies with BS EN 379,

BS EN 175 and DIN standards.

- Suitable for MIG, TIG and arc
welding.

« Model No.
PWH611
- List Price £64.95

Accepts standard
400g cartridges.
Supplied with rigid
delivery tube and
push-on hydraulic
4-jaw coupling.

- Model No. AK44
List Price £29.95

£16.95%5
£20.34 5

26V 1/2"Sq Drive Cordless Lithium-ion
Impact Wrench 680Nm

+ Min/Max.
Saddle Height:
132/472mm.

+ Chassis Length
£20mm.

« Model No.
3015CXD

« List Price
£159.95

£42.955
£51.5

1600A 12V EIectroStart®
Batteryless Power

Start
&

£99.95 05
£119.94

« 3015CXD - Trolley Jack'3tonne.
« VS2003 - Axle Stands (Pair) 3tonne
capacity per Stand Ratcha_t Type

Powerful and compact,
featuring a variable
speed switch for
added control.
Forvsard and reverse
control integrated into
housing for ease of use.
« Model No. CP2612
« List Price £369.95

£279.95%
£335.94
150Amp

Professional
MIG Welder

WEB X

VIDEO Sro%>

- Package Model No.
3015CXDCOMBO

- Total Package List Price 2197 90

£118.457¢
£142.14 75

(NEW

- Output: 1600A (Peak),
A (EN)

+ Innovative technology
with no internal battery.

« Can be fully energised in
approximately 3 minutes.

Model No. E/START1600
« List Price £294 95

£219.95=¢
£263.94'C

« Professional contour
grip, heat proof non-live
torch ensures no sparks
until you press the
trigger.

Welds stainless and
aluminium.

« Model No.
SUPERMIG150
« List Price £414.95

£244.95%5 |

REGULATOR =
INCLUDED o=
3

£293.94

OFFERS WILL BE WITHDRAWN WHEN STOCK IS SOLD. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE PRODUCTS AND PRICING AT ANY TIME. PRICES AND SAVINGS EXCLUDE VAT UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE. E&OE

- Low profile lift with a

FREE
Ci

minimum height of 125mm.

« Fully manoeuvrable with
retracting wheels for easy
positioning under vehicles.

+ Air/hydraulic pulse pump
operating system.

« Four multi-positioning,
height adjustable saddles
with rubber pads.

+ Maximum lift of 1060mm with
six height locking positions

Model No. AVR2500A
« List Price £1767.95

£1595.941

Creeper with
4 Wheels

Model No.

SCR80S
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£39.95 \

WEB
VIDEO

[ Hydrautic




UPFRONT

Andrew Roberts contribuior

Benz On Film:
1970 280SL

THE LONG GOOD FRIDAY

Shand’s SL escaped his sticky end... but stole the show.

hat are the cars
that you mainly
associate with The
Long Good Friday?
There was Harold Shand’s Rolls-
Royce Silver Shadow S1, Inspector
Parky’s Princess “Wedge” 1700
HL Series 2 and that Jaguar XJ6L
4.2 S2 containing a very young
Pierce Brosnan. We could also
mention that black Ford Granada
GL MKk.l, a first generation Renault
5 the Ford Torino and various
1% litre BMC “Farinas” of the
banger circuit plus two notable
examples of the Mercedes-
Benz; a 1973 230 W115 hearse
and, of course the 1970 W113
280SL driven by Helen Mirren.
When The Long Good Friday
entered production, in 1979 the
Pagoda had been out of production
for eight years but it still exuded an
effortless sense of glamour and -
that almost inevitable word - ‘class’.
Bob Hoskins’ Harold Shand delights
in his Rolls-Royce, his tailored suits,
his ability to command and bribe
at will, for these are all outward
signs of how far he has come since
he was a minor spiv selling black
market goods on a bombsite. Once,
it would be fair to assume, Harold
worked with a set of London’s
own brothers grim, but now he is

. i

a businessman of vision, one plans
to convert the city’s moribund
docklands into a thriving concern,
including a casino. Victoria, his
girlfriend, even has a public school
background and the Mercedes-
Benz to match.

The W113’s screen time is
comparatively limited but its
appearances symbolise Harold’s
dreams of the future, ones that
are far removed from the quite
remarkably bleak capital city of
over four decades ago. A budget
of under a million pounds was
low even by the standards of
the day and so the director John
Mackenzie made extensive use of

- p -

Above: Shand’s
Jag gets most
screen time,

but the SLis an
iconic part of the
film

St. Katharine’s and Royal Albert
Docks, Wapping High Street and
other locations that captured a city
on the verge of a seismic change.
The Long Good Friday is a
picture that is often bracketed with
the two Sweeney films and The
Squeeze in its depiction of a sad,
violence and grim urban landscape.
The 280SL sequences may provide
a brief respite from the bleak mood
but this is no Guy Ritchie style
barrel full of mockney actors - just
the tale of a brutal man coming to
realise his limitations. And to think
that there was once a serious plan
to have Hoskins overdubbed by the
(Staffordshire-born!) David Daker...
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*Prices are typical and may vary in-store. Correct at time of going to press. E. & O. E.
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1962 Mercedes-Benz
190SL

Not the cheapest - but almost certainly the best in the UK

hen a classic car
restoration specialist
admits that it doesn’t
mind whether a
car sells because it's being used to
showcase its work, you know you're
dealing with something special. And
that’s precisely what this 190SL is.
We defy anyone to find a single ding,
a tiny scuff, or anything, anywhere
on this car. Every carefully created
compound curve is perfect - and
it doesn’t look as if a single corner
has been cut here. The wheels and
tyres are good, with virginal hubcaps
as you'd expect from a car which
has done just 188 miles since its
restoration in 2016. The hood frame
has been thoroughly restored and
the material replaced - not that you'll
need it, as it would be a crying shame

"We defy
anyone to find
a single ding,

a tiny scuff,

or anything,

anywhere on
this car.”

to let this example see the rain.
If we were to criticise the interior,
it would only be that the slight matt

finish to the leather belies its newness.

There’s a lot of charm in aged, shiny,
smooth leather that has been lost here
in the pursuit of perfection - but this
is unlikely to worry the kind of person
who might want a 190SL as perfect as
this one. Even the sideways third seat
in the rear has been retrimmed - and
neither the dash nor the switchgear
show up what is a very comprehensive
interior restoration. The ivory plastic
steering wheel and gearknob are as
new - this feels like a 1962 190SL
would have feltin 1962, in the
showroom.

And it runs like a new car too - a
good idle on and off choke, with
nothing to worry about on any of the
gauges and a virginal underbonnet
view - forget leaks, even a little
accidentally spilled oil on top-up would
look out of place here. The gearbox
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MARKET NEWS

One to buy

Mileage: 88,681 miles
Price: £197,500

Conclusion

If you expect perfection you'll find it here. If you expect a bargain, you won't - though it
would certainly take at least the asking price to restore another to this standard. This is the
kind of car that will only appeal to a select few, but if you're in the market for a concours
1960s Mercedes then you may as well stop searching now.

won't be hurried but is smooth
enough, and while the car’s not the
last word in performance it’s got more
than enough to satisfy the kind of use
acar like this is ever likely to get.
Originally a German car, when the
family moved to England the car came
with them, and until it was bought
for restoration it had been a one-
family car from new. The restoration
involved almost every nut and bolt
- there was a full engine and gearbox
stripdown and rebuild, the loom was
scrapped and replaced in its entirety,
the chrome has been refinished, the
interior retrimmed - the whole car has
been finished to concours standard.
And this explains the asking price
which some might find ambitious for a
190SL - this really is as good as you're
going to get, and it would be futile to
try to find better.

BUY THIS CAR FROM:

Hilton and Moss. Unit 1
M11 Business Link, Stansted
CM24 8GF
01279813907
www.hiltonandmoss.com
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MARKET NEWS

Mercedes first small roadster in more than
a generation was a huge success but had its
own share of troubles. If this enticing blend
of compact style, luxury and performance is
tempting you, then here’s a rundown of the
pitfalls you should be aware of




MARKET NEWS

' R170 Buying guide

Words: Jack Grover

he 1990s was a period of
great change for Mercedes-
Benz, with an emphasis on
broadening the marque’s
appeal by introducing new and
higher-volume model lines. The
bold A-Class supermini and the M
Class sports utility vehicle took the
three-pointed star into new market
segments with new customer bases.
This was the spirit behind the SLK
sports car, which debuted at the Turin
Motor Show in 1996.

The R170 SLK introduced a smooth-
edged, rounded shape that carried on
the new design language of the W210
E Class introduced the previous year
and which marked a clear break with
the straight-cut lines of the older SL
models. The party piece was the ‘Vario
Roof’, a folding steel roof which folded
away at the press of the button. The
standard engine was a supercharged
2.3-litre M111 four-cylinder engine
delivering 190 horsepower, thus the
model was badged as the SLK230
Kompressor. The other option was the
SLK200 with a naturally-aspirated and
smaller-capacity M111 of 136bhp.

Despite its initials standing for
‘Sportlich, Leicht und Kurz’' or ‘Sporty,
Light and Short’ the SLK’s ride and
handling were little changed from
the W202 C Class with which it
shared a platform and its clever roof
and well-appointed cockpit meant
it was relatively heavy. But it was a
good-looking, comfortable, practical
and prestigious convertible at an
attainable price. Sales significantly
outstripped predications with 55,000
SLKs being sold in the first year.
Considered a ‘poseur’s car’ by many
commentators and pub bores due to
its lack of poise and emphasis on style,
the SLK was a resounding success by
any other measure.

In 2000 the SLK received a facelift,
distinguished by new front and rear
bumpers with round front fog lights
and body-coloured sills instead of the
original black amongst other detail
changes. The SLK200 model was

replaced by the SLK200 Kompressor
with 161 horsepower, the SLK230
Kompressor gained an extra four
horses and the new SLK320 with

a 3.2-litre M112 V6 of 215hp was
introduced. In 2001 the SLK32 AMG
was launched with a supercharged
version of the V6 engine, ‘SpeedShift’
transmission, uprated brakes and
cosmetic enhancements. The AMG
had 349 horsepower, a top speed

of 174mph and a sub-five-second
0-60mph time. Only 4333 examples
were made in three years, of which
263 were UK spec.

SLK production ended in April 2004
when the R171 version took its place.
A total of 383,200 R170s had been
built. Of those the most popular had
been facelifted SLK200 Kompressors
(113,500 examples), followed by
pre- and post-facelift versions of the
SLK230 Kompressor (102,750). There
was an almost perfect 50/50 split
between manual and automatic SLKs.

BODYWORK

Unfortunately one of Daimler’s

other strategies for Mercedes in the
mid-'90s was to sacrifice some of the
material quality and longevity which
was such a hallmark of the name. In
particular this took the form of lower-
quality steel in the bodies and a new
painting process which experienced

Above: Colour
coded interiors
divided opinion

B
LANCASTER

INSURANCE

1998 SLK230
Kompressor
- value £2k
-£134.99
or£152.99
with Agreed
Valuation

*Quotes based
on: 45 yearold
male, marketing
manager, access
to another car,
no claims or
convictions, club
member, 3000
miles per year, no
modifications,
living in SP2 OHL.

alot of problems in production. This
combination left Mercedes of the time
prone to corrosion and the R170 was
no exception. By now it is the case that
most SLKs will have had repair work so
itis important to check that any fixes
have been done to a good standard.
Check for signs of a quick ‘rub down
and blow over’ spray job. A full respray
to a good standard will cost between
£2000 and £5000 and a well-cared for
car should have good evidence of the
work being done in its history file.

In terms of areas to check, start with
the wheel arches, inside and out. On
pre-facelift cars unclipping the front
indicator lamp units allows you to see
the state of the inner wing joint, which
can often be very heavily corroded.
New panels are about £200 each, plus
painting and fitting. Stone chips on the
bonnet frequently start rust spots,
as do fittings such as door locks and
handles. The rear subframe can cause
problems come MoT time but it can
usually be patched without too much
expense. The level of fit and finish
remained excellent so any uneven shut
lines indicate either accident damage
or poor-quality work replacing rusted
panels, especially front wings. Post-
facelift cars are somewhat better in
terms of rust-resistance but are still
far from immune.

ENGINES
None of the engines used in the first
SLK have any real problems. Issues
usually arise from a lack of servicing,
which can catch out owners of low-
value examples when a service costs
between £500 and £800 and a V6 has
12 spark plugs which cost £15 each.
Itis the peripheral parts which
suffer, such as dirty or defective
air-flow meters. These can be
replaced on the driveway (new
meters are around £50) but a
diagnostic computer may be needed
to find and clear any fault codes.
On supercharged models listen for
continuous whines or shrieks from
the blower which indicate it needs
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replacing (not to be confused with the
noise made by a healthy supercharger
at high speeds). A decent secondhand
unit can be bought and fitted for
£500 or so.

The four-cylinder engines are prone
to oil leaking into the engine wiring
loom which can cause misfires and
then irrevocably damage the ECU
if the oil reaches it. Check the cam
timing adjustment unit on the front
face of the cylinder head for signs of
oil leaks and check that the plug that
goes into the unit is free from oil inside
and out. If there is a leak, a new unit
and a revised loom section cures the
problem for £100 or so.

The V6 engines are essentially
trouble-free provided the electronics
are fully functional, although be aware
that the four catalytic converters
can cost over £500 to replace, so

Mercedes DRIVER

you really want to be sure that the
engine management system is working
correctly.

TRANSMISSION & SUSPENSION
The standard transmission was a
manual built by Getrag, originally with
five speeds and then six following

the 2000 facelift. Mercedes’ own
five-speed 5G-Tronic automatic was
available as an option on all models
throughout production. The AMG was
only available with the 5G-Tronic with
the addition of ‘SpeedShift’ manual
control.

The manual units are not especially
pleasant to use but last a long time,
especially in the lower-power models.
The 5G-Tronic needs fluid changes
every 35,000 miles and repairs can
easily outweigh the value of the car so
be sure the oil is in good condition and

Above: Check

the hood
mechanism
thoroughly

that the gearbox operates as it should.
Many problems with the automatic
transmission failing to select or hold
on to gears actually lie with failed
speed sensors or corroded electrical
connectors in the engine bay, but it is
not worth taking the risk - just find
another SLK without such problems.
The SLK’s suspension is shared
with the W202 C-Class and the only
specific problem to look for are the
lower steering ball joints, which wear
out in about 60,000 miles or so,
leading to knocks and clonks when
travelling over bumps. They can be
fixed for about £80 in parts plus a
couple of hours’ labour. The rear
springs can snap at the bottom caoil,
which is indicated by banging from
the rear underside. Otherwise just
listen and watch for worn bushes, tired
dampers and noisy wheel bearings.
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INTERIOR
The SLK’s groundbreaking folding
roof can be reliable but needs to be
used regularly. It works via hydraulic
rams powered by an electric pump.
The fluid should be changed every
couple of years. With the engine
running, cycle the roof up and down a
few times. Listen for unusual noises.
The roof should take 25 seconds to
fold or unfold, so if it’s significantly
slower than that the fluid may need
changing or the pump is getting
weak - a new one is over £800. The
windows should go up and down with
the roof. Any groans from stiff hinges
or seals can be fixed with some spray-
on white grease. Other issues can be
caused by failed switches in the boot
lid and roof latches which control the
operation. With so many SLKs out
there, and diagnosing and repairing
roof problems so expensive, it is best
to walk away from any cars with
problems in this area.

The interior trim is not up to the
usual Mercedes standards, with
both the plastics and the fabrics
tending to wear quickly, especially
the soft-touch outer covering of the
dashboard and centre console. This
is a purely cosmetic issue and can be
repaired with a bit of DIY. Similarly
replacement seats and door cards
can be sourced from breakers so
tatty trim makes a good bargaining
point on car that is structurally and
mechanically sound.

Above:
Supercharged
engine was
based on the
M111

VALUES

High-mileage 230Ks, 200Ks and

200s start at £1750 or so. Many of
these will be very scruffy but there
may be some diamonds in the rough.
A £2500-£4000 budget opens up
abroader variety of lower-mileage
and better-condition 230Ks and
maybe some good 320s if they're in
undesirable colours or have more than
average mileage. Between £4000 and
£5000 will give you a very wide range
of cars ranging from sound 320s and
late 230Ks to excellent 200Ks and
pre-facelift 230Ks. The very best late-
model, low-mileage R170s go for up to
£6000. The exception is for the SLK32
AMG, which is rare, desirable and a
genuine high-performance sports

car rather than a comfortable cruiser.
Values go up to £10,000 or a little
more for a UK-spec car. 2]

Verdict - what to buy

Thereis alot to like about the R170 SLK, with its combination of open-top cruising, refined and
reliable engines, comfortable manners and weatherproof metal top. At the moment it offers one
of the cheapest ways into convertible Mercedes ownership and so long as you put a little bit of
care into choosing the right car it should be free from major headaches. As to what that car should
be, the SLK230 Kompressor is still the one that ticks the most boxes, offering a good balance of
performance, handling and running costs. There are so many examples out there that you won't
feel pressured into buying one just because it's available now, which means that you stand the best
chance of getting a car you'll enjoy.

Technical
Information

SLK200

Engine 1998cc/4-cyl/DOHC
Power 134bhp @ 5500rpm
Torque 140 Ib-ft @ 3700rpm
Gearbox 5-spd manual/5-spd
automatic

0-60 9.7 sec

Top Speed 129mph

MPG 31.7mpg

SLK200 Kompressor
Engine 1998cc/4-cyl/DOHC
Power 161bhp @ 5300rpm
Torque 169 Ib-ft @ 2500rpm
Gearbox 6-spd manual/5-spd
automatic

0-608.2 sec

Top Speed 139mph

MPG 29.8mpg

SLK230 Kompressor
Engine 2295cc/4-cyl/DOHC
Power 190bhp @ 5300rpm
Torque 206 Ib-ft @ 2500rpm
Gearbox 5-spd manual/5-spd
automatic

0-60 7.6 sec

Top Speed 144mph

MPG 30.3mpg

SLK230 Kompressor
Engine 2295cc/4-cyl/DOHC
Power 194bhp @ 5300rpm
Torque 206 Ib-ft @ 2500rpm
Gearbox 6-spd manual/5-spd
automatic

0-60 7.2 sec

Top Speed 149mph

MPG 29.4mpg

SLK320

Engine 3199cc/6-cyl/SOHC
Power 215bhp @ 5700rpm
Torque 228 Ib-ft @ 3000rpm
Gearbox 6-spd manual/5-spd
automatic

0-60 6.9 sec

Top Speed 152mph

MPG 25.1mpg

SLK32 AMG

Engine 3199cc/6-cyl/SOHC
Power 349bhp @ 6100rpm
Torque 331 Ib-ft @ 4400rpm
Gearbox 5-spd automatic
0-604.9 sec

Top Speed 155mph

MPG 24.7mpg
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1997 Mercedes-Benz

SL280

This late V6-powered R129 is ideal for chasing the sun this summer

hile a whisper shy of
ten grand is not cheap
for an R129, neither
is it expensive these
days for a car from a dealer. And this
oneis worthit - it's clearly had some
love, with not even a bumper scuff to
its name when we viewed it. The tyres
are good, the graphite-finish AMG
alloys are free from kerbing marks,
and there appeared to be no damage
around the hardtop mounting points
caused by careless fitment. While the
hardtop was on for test and thus we
couldn’t check the convertible hood,
we are assured that it is present and in
excellent condition - the condition of
the rest of the car backs this assertion
up. We wish, though, that a previous
owner hadn't tried to be clever and
remove the “280” from the boot

badge. It looks wrong, and in the right
light you can see witness marks in the
paint. Our first job, if we were to buy,
would be to reinstate the badging.

Grey leather might be uninspiring
but it is all present and functional. The
electric seats work in all directions,
and the seat heaters both work. The
carpets are good, as is the wood - and
the rare Panoramic glass roof option
was ticked by a savvy first owner.
Somewhat ambitiously, the first owner
also specified rear seats - whether
these were used when the car was
new is difficult to say, although one
ended up being used on test courtesy
of an impromptu journey to rescue an
employee who had broken down in
another car. We can’t vouch for their
comfort over distance - but they do
function as seats!
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Mileage: 80,051 miles

One to buy Price £995%

It starts well, settlingdownto a
good idle. The oil pressure reads well,
and we could see or smell no leaks
when looking under the bonnet.
When warm, it runs beautifully,
though there’s more noise than you
would expect courtesy of a stainless
steel exhaust which is not exactly the
original specification.

"The hood 1s
present and
in excellent
condition.”

Below: Interior
isin perfect
order - though
we're not fans of
grey

All the gear changes are smooth,
and there is an alarming turn of
speed which we didn’t expect from
the baby engine. The V6 howl under
kickdown is addictive too - you'll be
grateful for the good brakes if you
use this car to its full potential. We're
not keen on the exhaust, which is
perhaps slightly throatier than it
ought to be, but overall this is a good
example and one we'd be happy to
use on a regular basis.

This car has spent time in Spain,
and much of its history is in Spanish
as aresult. However, there is one bill
from February 2017 detailing repair
work to the roof mechanism at a cost
of £528. We cannot establish the
efficacy of the repair, but it should
pose no immediate concerns. B

BUY THIS CAR FROM:

Conclusion

While Brilliant Silver with grey is a little derivative in our book, we can’t deny that this is

London James, Leigh
Industrial Estate, The

avery straight and tidy example of the R129. We didn’t see the hood as the hardtop was Causeway, Maldon CM9 41 J
fitted on test, but we're told it is both present and good. That notwithstanding - leave the 01621 850602
hard top at home and go and enjoy the sun. www.londonjames.co.uk
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Market news

Words: Jack O'Brien

ith 25 Mercedes
Benz models on
offer, ACA’s April
14th auction
had by far and away the largest
representation of the marque. An
age span of 1956 -2006 shows,
once again, the lasting appeal of
the Mercedes Benz name. The
fact that such modern cars can
appear in classic auctions without
raising too many eyebrows is a
clear indication as to the market’s
perception of the brand.

The room, however, wasn't the
strongest sale room we have seen -
Mercedes Driver was present, and
many cars were selling for under
their estimates - at least in the first
half of the auction. While we saw
some Mercedes models reaching
prices that were worthy of their
condition, we certainly felt that
there were a number of bargains for
the canny buyer.

"The R170
seems to be
a popular car
this year."

At £5936 including premium, the
1956 180 Ponton looks like a great
value way in to a 50s Merc. With
200k, 500k and 1 million km grille
badges and an interesting history
- this is a car that will be a talking
point wherever it goes. W186 300
Adenauers are not a common car
on the UK auction scene, known
to the Mercedes Benz Owners
Club and having been restored
to a supposedly good standard, it
achieved £37,630.

Building on what we saw last
month, with the two W123 coupes

Right: S-class

sold for £1700.

Cheap car
despite the
white paint

on offer, it is surprising that ACA
failed to get the £9000 reserve
price of their 46,000-mile 230C.
Astral Silver with series 2 blue

cloth / MB Tex, this car is similar in
every respect to the mint example
sold by Classics Central in 2016 for
£10,600. Of potentially the most
historical significance was a first full
year of production, 1976, RHD, UK
delivered 280E. Finished in the oh
so glorious 70s hue that is Mimosa
Yellow, the W123 sold for £3604
including premium (If you feel as
though you missed out on this one,
it reappeared back on eBay for
significantly more money shortly
after the auction - and will no doubt
be available for viewing!).

The R170 seems to be a popular
car this year, almost every example
sold so far has done well. ACA
achieved a fair £4770 for their Black
manual SLK230, having covered
38,500 miles this seems very much
“on the money.” At the lower end
of the scale, the 1999 105,000

l "r' i
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mile SLK 230 sold by Barons made
£1980. Still, good value for money.
Conversely, R107s seem to be
having a slightly rough time. The
best examples for sale privately
and by dealers commanding very
strong money, but at auction the
tale seems to be: the best cars sell,
the cheap stuff sells and everything
in the middle is just that. Offered at
noreserve, £5936 for a 1981 380SL
- albeit wearing later wheels and
air dam, and subject to an insurance
claim is well below the market
average and feels down on what it
would have been 12 months ago.

A 450SLC for just £5300 including
premium, with a 12 month MoT,
seems like even better value - even
if it is left hand drive. A pair of more
modern R230 SL500s sold at ACA
for £7420 and £7844 including
premium - surely the next SL to start
to appreciate?

Mercedes DRIVER
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Far left: SLCs
have stayed
cheap - this
450SLC sold for
£5300

MARKET NEWS

Market news

For those on a budget, there are
still plenty of Sacco era Benzes
passing through the auctions at
almost unmissable prices. ACA’s
Classic White W124 230E with
162,000 miles sold for £900
including premium. There probably
isn’t a more pleasant form of
transport for under a grand
available anywhere. Increase your
spend slightly and £1700 would
have got you home in a lovely
W140 S500 L - arguably the best
S Class ever for banger money,
even if it was in wedding white.
Madness. Even desirable W124
estates were going cheap - a very
presentable metallic blue E320
with leather but no air con went for
just £1900.

A 190E 2.5-16 with a guide
range of under £10k is arare
beast these days, only one has
sold at auction for under five
figures since July 2015 - and
even this car was £9900. This
did not stop Barons’ Almandine

"A 190E 2.5-16 with a guide
range of under £10k is a
rare beast these days."

Red 1988 example failing to meet
its lower estimate of £7000 on
April 21st. It must be speculated
that for this to occur, it must be a
particularly tired example. With
208,000 miles on the clock, it
will never be a collector example
but in “running condition”, an
interesting and enjoyable daily
driver; surely. To further add

to the irony, the car in question
will be recognisable to Top Gear
fans, as it's the example that
Richard Hammond drove in
Series 5 - telling the virtues of
the 16v and to buy an automatic
valver... Nearly there, but the
real blue-chip investment is a low

mileage Getrag manual rather
than the automatic Benz the BBC
predicted would hold most value.

Falling in the middle of the guide
range, £51,700 for a tidy, restored
230SL is what would be expected
in the current market. Recent
performance of Pagodas remains
strong but level. Looking at the
auction results over the last 12
months, there has been very little
movement, and the average price
is somewhere between £55-70k
for nicely restored or good original
examples.

It would probably be fair to
say that all of us desire a stacked
headlight Merc. The quintessential
60s style icons are becoming
harder to find, more
expensive and generally
less obtainable in anything
other than shed state.
The late model 280E
sold by Barons appears
to tick every box. M110
fuel injected straight 6,
automatic transmission,
taninterior and no rust. |
say norust, it'sa /8, you'll
find some somewhere, but
a South African car will
always be better than one
that has enjoyed 40 of our
finest winters. Sold for
£4950, this 280 is arare
car, unlike the wheezy 4
pots and diesels, this car
will actually keep up with
traffic. A usable, classy,
classic Merc for sub £5k.
What more can you ask
for, other than a bit of
sunshine to enjoy it?

Mercedes DRIVER

91



1991 Mercedes-Benz
500E

One of the best 500Es we've ever seen

he body is in fantastic shape,

with not even a parking

dent to besmirch those fine

Blue-Black flanks. The wider
arches are in perfect condition on all
corners, as are all the lenses and the
glass. The wheels are perfect, shod
with Dunlop SP Sports all round. This
car previously wore AMG five spokes
- while these 8-hole wheels are more
in keeping and are what the car would
have worn new, they are unlikely to be
the original set. There’s a little stress
cracking to the top of the rear bumper,
but it’s 27 years old and perfection
can’t reasonably be expected. There’s
nothing to confirm when this car was
facelifted to the post 1992 nose, but as
itis a 500E it should wear the earlier
bonnet and grille if originality bothers
you.

"You'd be
forgiven for
thinking that
the 23,000
miles shown
1s its total."

The grey leather is in excellent order
too, with front sports seats and the
individual rear seats alike smelling
and looking perfect. The wood is
unblemished, even the 500-specific
items such as the wood around the

Far right:

Half walnut
steering wheel a
desirable touch

speaker grilles on the top of the dash.
There’s arare half-walnut wheel in here
too, a desirable extra and one which
wouldn’t be cheap to retrofit. The car
has a more modern Alpine radio head
unit, and a Bury Bluetooth system fixed
to the dash. Sensibly, someone has
wired in a permanent live 12v feed for
a satellite navigation system behind the
dash, to avoid unsightly trailing wires.
The rear sunblind works, as does the
sunroof - though on test the sunroof
inner trim did not retract with the
outer panel. The original first aid kit is
present, and appears unopened.
Starting the car is easy when you
know how the immobiliser works, and
it settles to a perfect idle. Gearchanges
are perfectly smooth, as is the
suspension. On the road this car feels
absolutely perfect - a fact borne out
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MARKET NEWS

One to buy

Mileage: 23,134 miles
Price: £24,995

Conclusion

If you want areally good 500E, buy this one. Not only is it the best colour, but it's original,
largely unmolested and in near mint condition. And while £24,995 might seem a lot for a
W124, this is a car that has doubled in value over the last decade. There’s more investment
potential init yet...

by the excellent condition of the engine
bay. The kickdown is rapid - and the
acceleration is certainly rapid too. It’s a
little sharper than most W124 models,
though left hand drive puts UK drivers
at a slight disadvantage. We shouldn’t
count that against this car though - all
500Es were LHD regardless of market.
You'd be forgiven for thinking that

the 23,000 miles shown is its total

- intruth, it did 134,000 kilometres
(approximately 84,000 miles)

before being fitted with a UK-spec
speedometer.

The history files shows incredible
detail from 2009 onwards, including
regular servicing and an engine
rebuild. Unfortunately a previous
owner lost the original service book,
but there is a written account of
telephone conversations which shows
the extent of the original file.

BUY THIS CAR FROM:

Great Paxton Motor Company,
99 High St, Offord D'Arcy, Great
Paxton, Saint Neots PE19 5RH
01480403700
www.greatpaxtonmotor-
company.co.uk
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TECH

U@ ATF Service Guide

Words and Pics: Peter Simpson

BREAKING //ie seal

Why and how you should service your sealed-for-life transmissions

adly, the automatic
transmissions of many 1996-
on Mercedes have turned out
to be something of a weak
spot - at least by Mercedes-Benz
standards. Moreover, this situation
hasn’t really been helped by the
factory not specifying any routine
change interval for the automatic
transmission fluid (ATF). Not only
that, they don’t even provide a
dipstick for checking the level! The
tube/filler pipe is still there, but
instead of containing a dipstick, it is
blanked off with a plug that can be
removed only by breaking its seal.
However, although there was no
recommended change interval at the
time, Mercedes have now changed
the service schedule, and for most
1996-on automatics now recommend
an ATF change every 50,000 miles or
five years. The problem, though, is that
because this will not be listed with the
service data that’s with the car, many
owners will be unaware of it.
Overallit’s arelatively
straightforward process, though it does
involve dropping the gearbox’s sumpin
order to renew the internal filter. The
sump gasket should also be changed -
in most cases a replacement will come
with your new filter. However as the job
does involve opening up the gearbox,
absolute cleanliness underneath is vital,
and for that reason it’s not a job that
we'd recommend doing with the car on
wheel ramps or axle stands - the risk of
dirt getting swept up inside is too great.
You need decent access underneath
from a pit or similar.
As noted a moment ago, Mercedes-
Benz dispensed with the transmission
fluid dipstick on most models from

around 1995 onwards. You can buy
one from a dealer, but because they’re
considered a special tool rather than a
car spare, they’re not especially cheap.
You do, though, need the exact-right
one for your car; although the same
basic gearbox was used across many
cars the length of the dipstick tubes
varies. It therefore follows that if the
dipstick tubes vary, so do the dipsticks,
and using one from another car that
‘looks right’ can cause problems. So
please don't just grab an MB dipstick
from your pile of bits and assume it will
be right - chances are it won't be.

There is, though, another method
you can use. Simply measure the
amount of fluid that comes out, and
then put back in the exact same
amount of new ATF! Then, assuming
the level was correct when you started
it should also be right at the end. You

do need to make a small
allowance for fluid that’s
lost through dripping and
soaked up in cleaning
rags - but do be careful
not to overfill - butin
practice, unless your
box has a leak (relatively
unusual and usually
obvious) the ‘replace
what comes out’ method
works well.

The process was
demonstrated for us by
Peterborough-based
Mercedes (and BMW
and Porsche) specialists
TWG - thanks for your
help everyone. While
proprietor Mark Twigg
does recommend
the 50,000 mile ATF
change, he did mention one possible
downside; if these changes have been
neglected up to now and/or the box
is already past its best, changing fluid
can actually hasten its demise as the
fluid will have become conditioned to
the slightly worn box. This, though, is
relatively rare and on balance the fluid
change is still well worth doing - a box
that fails shortly after receiving new
fluid will have been on its way anyway,
and would probably have failed within
ayear or so anyway...

Our picture-sequence shows the
procedure on afairly typical car - in
this case a 2005 CLK which had
covered around 115,000 miles - it's
not known whether this was its first
or second change. While the basic
procedure is applicable to most
models there will, of course, be detail
changes depending on age and model.
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First job - obviously - is to
1 remove the engine undertray

- held on by 8mm bolts in our
case. There are usually two trays - one
under the gearbox and one under the
engine - and while you can access
the gearbox with just the rear tray
dropped, you'll need to turn the engine
in a minute, and this is generally
easier from underneath and with both
undertrays off.

Now you can drain the old ATF
2 out - the drain plugis usually a

T30 Torx fitting. Drain the old
fluid into a measuring container, so you
can see how much comes out and use
that figure - allowing a bit for spillage,
cleaning-out etc., - and in the absence
of a dipstick you use that as a basis for
how much you need to add.

Although most ATF will be
3 in the gearbox itself, the

torque converter also holds
a significant amount - usually
around 1% - 2 litres - and this should
therefore also be drained if at all
possible. The problem, though, is that
Mercedes-Benz don't always provide
adrain point, and the provision or
otherwise isn't 100% age or model
specific! To find out if yours has one
prise out these rectangular plugs...

...and then, using a 27mm
4 socket on the crank end,

turn the engine over while
watching the torque converter inside engaged as these fixings are easily

move round. If there is a drain plug, mangled. Once you're down to the last

you'll see it, but unfortunately our couple you need to prepare for the

car didn’t have one. In cases like this sump to come down as the last ones

all you can really do is change what are released, though if it’s tight you

you can drain via the gearbox, and do might need a couple of mallet-taps to

the job again soon afterwards; this the side to freeit.

should mean most of the fluid gets

changed. From now on, observe absolute

6 and total cleanliness - you really

With the fluid out, you next don’t want anything getting

5 need to drop the gearbox inside the gearbox. Thefilter is a press-
sump - again you'll most likely fit into the bottom and can be pulled

be dealing with T30 Torx fixings, down and off. As you can see, this is

but make sure your Torx bit’s fully very likely to ‘release’ some more ATF

- prepare for it, and add, in your mind,
any that’s lost this way to the amount
you need to put back in.

Give the sump inside a very
7thorough wipe and cleanout
using degreaser and clean rags
that won't lose any strands. Don’t
be tempted to reuse the old gasket
when it comes to refitting; even if
it doesn’t leak immediately it can’t
be relied in long-term, and with no
dipstick for routine level-checks the
first indication of low ATF might well
be (expensive) damage to the box! £l
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There’s also a magnet inside the
8 sump; this, clearly, is meant to

retain any small pieces of metal
which might wear off the box innards,
and prevent them from circulating and
causing damage. This also of course
needs a very thorough clean.Some
light ‘iron filings’ type material is fairly
normal, but obviously anything big
that’s attached is cause for concern.

Sump inside and magnet after
9cleaning - athorough job here is
absolutely essential, and again
bear in mind that a little more fluid
will be lost during this stage, so again
you need to ‘add’ a bit more to the
measured amount being replaced.

Refitting the sump and its
new gasket. Once you've
gotitin position put a

couple of the fixings - one on each

side - inloosely to hold it in while you

fit the others. There’s no torque setting
or official tightening sequence, but it’s
good practice with anything like this
that needs to seal to fit and tighten bolts
‘alternately’ - ie one on one side first,
then one on the opposite side and so on.

When Mercedes-Benz
made automatic gearboxes
non-serviceable it was done

by simply blanking off the combined
dipstick/filler tube with a sealed plug.
Torefill, the plug needs to be removed;
lever the red seal out using a screwdriver
- this will break it; it isn't designed to be
removed - and then take the plug off.
There’s no need to reinstate the seal - the
plug will stay in place fine without it.

Though there’s no need
to stick to ‘genuine’
Mercedes-Benz, you

do need to use a decent quality ATF.
With more recent products it’s also
important to choose the right one -
nowadays not all types of ATF are the
same. This is the recommended Millers
Qils product for the 2005 CLK we were
working on, but double-check with the
manufacturer if you're unsure.

Being a professional
operation, TWCuse a
pump-type device to refill

the gearbox - alot quicker and easier
thanusing a funnel, though the latter

is fine in an environment where time
isn’t money. Start by measuring into the
pump the exact-same amount of fluid
as you know came out, not forgetting
to allow a little for ‘spillage’ and the ATF
that was soaked up by your cleaning
rags etc.

Thanks to..

Peterborough based independent Mercedes specialist TWG
Sports (Thorpe Road, Longthorpe, Peterborough, PE3 6LU
(01733 332911, email twg@supernet.com) for providing
photographic facilities and technical advice for this feature. For
more details - and a load of useful Mercedes technical information
to boot - go to their website at www.twg-mercedesservicing.co.uk

Then slowly pump the
contents into the box via
the dipstick’ hole. If you

haven’t got a pump you can do this
using a clean funnel, but take it steady.
With the box refilled, start the engine
and run the gear selector through

its whole range three or four times
before road-testing the car. Take it to
full running temperature and check for
leaks. Reluctant/sluggish gear selection
means you need to add a bit more fluid.
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U@ Technical Tips

Fluid Facts

rake fluid has a limited

life in or out of cars. With

the exception of silicone

brake fluid - a subject
that I'll return to a bit later - all
brake fluid is hydroscopic; in other
words it absorbs moisture from
the atmosphere. This is a bad thing
for two reasons; firstly it reduces
the fluid’s boiling point. This is
potentially very dangerous indeed
as braking creates heat, and while
‘unadulterated’ fluid has a boiling
point high enough to withstand this,
water boils at 100 degrees c., and
once the fluid becomes significantly
waterlogged there’s a very real risk
of it boiling under heavy braking. The
net result is then total loss of brakes
at, in all probability, a moment when
you really need them...

Additionally, modern braking
systems are a lot more sophisticated
than those which were around 10
or 15 years ago, and many internal
components in things like ABS pumps
can be damaged by waterlogged
fluid. The official Mercedes-Benz
recommendation is that brake fluid
should either be changed annually
or bi-annually depending on model
- mileage isn't relevant for this - and
once a fluid bottle has been opened, its
contents should be used within a year.

Brake fluid is classified by its
DOT (American Department of
Transportation) number, and the four
you are most likely to come across
are DOT3,DOT4, DOT5 and DOT5.1.
DOT3,4 and 5.1 are successively
higher-performing versions of
standard fluid - chiefly in the area of
boiling point) and each one exceeds
the performance of its predecessor.
DOT3 has a ‘wet’ boiling point of 140
degrees C and dry of 205 degrees c,
DOT 4is 155 and 230 respectively,
and DOT5 and DOT 5.1 are 180 and
260. Successive DOT ratings are also
supposed to work with one another if

mowvioanror A |
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Above: DOT4
and DOT5.1
brake fluid - the
latter has a
higher boiling
point and

was originally
specified mainly
for sports/
performance
cars. This
particular bottle
of DOT 5.1 s,
though, way past
its use-by date.

SYNTHETIC

BRAKE 4 CLUTCH PLISD
o A PO

‘mixed’ in a system.

Many older (sixties and seventies)
cars were specified for DOT3 fluid.
This can be found with a bit of
searching, but frankly you might just
as well use DOT4 as the performance
is better, real-world price is about the
same and in my experience DOT3 and
DOT4 are fully compatible without
issue. | have, though, heard of a few
cases where using DOT 5.1 in an older
vehicle for which DOT3 or DOT4
were originally specified has caused
problems with rubber seals swelling
and distorting, and wouldn’t therefore
recommend it in a vehicle for which it
was not originally specified.

As you've probably noticed, |
haven’'t mentioned DOT5 yet. DOT5
is silicone brake fluid, a product which,
it would be fair to say, was all the rage
15-20 years ago but which has since
become somewhat controversial. Its
main benefit is that, being silicone-
based, it doesn’t absorb moisture

- afactor that led to its widespread
adoption by organisations like the
US Army which often needs to leave
vehicles in store; something classic
car owners saw the advantage of. It
doesn't attack paint either - in fact
some say it makes a pretty good polish,
but that’s one to try at your own risk!

However it is slightly more
compressible than conventional fluid,
which sometimes means a longer
pedal travel, and on some cars this can
be significant. Certain types of rubber
are also affected by it. Consequently,
many motor manufacturers - including
Mercedes-Benz -and component
makers/reconditioners say it should
not be used in their products. I've
never myself used it in a Mercedes, but
did once use it in a Volvo Amazon - it
stayed in that car for more than fifteen
years without any issues.

Changing brake fluid is one of
those jobs which takes very little time
indeed using garage/trade equipment
but though usually possible ona DIY
basis, can be a bit fiddly and messy,
especially if you can’t get under the
car - some may think 30 minutes or
so of paid garage time a price worth
paying. If, though, you do want to go
ahead then I'd recommend investing
£20 or soin a Gunson ‘Eezibleed’ kit
- an old favourite that’s still available
from good spares shops and works by
pressurising the whole system using
pressure sourced from the spare
wheel. The kit also includes a bottle
which you fill with fresh fluid. Then
go round each bleed nipple in turn,
starting furthest from the master
cylinder. Undo, use a tube to direct the
old fluid into a container, and carry on
until new fluid appears - the old stuff
should appear slightly darker. Carry
on until all four (or six/eight in some
complex dual circuit systems) have
been done - the average Mercedes
will probably take 1 - 1.5 litrestodo a
complete change.
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Tight Nuts

s well as being too loose,
wheelnuts and wheel
bolts can be too tight.
Contrary to popular
belief, it isn’t just nuts for alloy
wheels that have a specified torque
setting; Mercedes steel wheels
have one too, and while it isn’t as
critical on steels, the figure is there
for a reason, and it makes sense to
stick to it because besides making
removal harder, too-tight wheelnuts
can result in broken-off or loose
studs, stripped threads and so on.
This, incidentally, is why it’s
sometimes a struggle to undo a
‘hasn’t come off for some time’
wheelnut using the factory-supplied
wheelbrace; people say the brace
isn’t big enough, but it’s actually
designed that way to prevent anyone
from overtightening a nut/bolt
during a roadside wheelchange. Use
a socket and long extension bar to
remove overtight nuts by all means,
but when it comes to fittinguse the
supplied brace in an emergency but
best of all a good quality torque
wrench set to the correct setting.
These days, most fast-fit tyre
depots recognise this and will use a
torque wrench, though it does help
if the ‘operative’ understands how to

Above: It's good
practice to never
refit a wheeltrim
or hubcap
without first
double-checking
that all the nuts
are tight.

use it correctly. The following is not
something | witnessed personally,
but my ‘source’ is 100% reliable.
Anyway, matey fits the (alloy) wheel
and then proceeds to tighten the
wheelnuts using an air ratchet.

He then reached for the torque
wrench, went round each nut in turn
and pronounced that they were

all torqued correctly ‘because the
torque wrench had clicked...... It
wasn't of course - all this proved
was that the torque was AT LEAST
the set figure, but probably a lot, lot
more....

Finally, and talking of professional
workshops, acommon ‘rule’ - and
one which I've always tried to
follow when working on my own
cars - is that wheel trims/hubcaps
are NEVER fitted to a car unless, at
exactly the same time, | also double-
check that the wheelnuts or bolts
have been fully tightened. It’s all-too
easy to make a potentially dangerous
mistake here; put the wheel back
on, finger-tighten the nuts so it stays
in place, go off for a break or to do
something else, and then go back,
but forget that although the nuts
look tight, they ain't....

If, though, ‘hubcap off means
check the nuts’ that can’t happen.

TECH

Words: Peter Simpson

Tee Hee...

Most of us have ‘odd’ items in
our toolboxes - things we've
found useful for certain specific
jobs that we do quite often.
Onesuchis to be found inthe
‘brake tools' drawer of my box -
and it's actually used quite a lot.

Asyou can see, the item
in question is a plastic golf
tee - something which, when |
was trading cars, | found quite
oftenin the lowest corner of
the boot!

[t's there because a plastic
golf tee is exactly the right
size to ‘plug’ a brake pipe end
that's been disconnected (to
change a caliper or cylinder for
example) but still has fluid from
the master cylinder behind it
- to change a caliper or wheel
cylinder for example. The tee is
soft enough to avoid damaging
the pipe, and if pushed in the
pipe end it will stop most, if not
all, of the fluid from escaping.

This is useful, as besides
being messy stuff, conventional
brake fluid is also an extremely
efficient paint softener/stripper,
and once onyour hands it
will transfer to anything you
touch. The ‘tee trick’ probably
won't eliminate the need to
bleed the system, though it will
probably make the bleed easier
as hopefully air won't have
travelled much past the part
you are actually working on.

Mercedes DRIVER

101



TECH

Technical Tips

We've all been there. You
finish a Sunday afternoon job
just in time to clean up before
tea, and go into the kitchen (or
bathroom if you're married

or similar) for a cleanup. Then
you discover that you've run
out of hand cleaner...

Most of us in this situation
reach for the ‘Fairy Liquid’
bottle and use that to remove
grime. It works after afashion,
but is nothing like as good
as the real stuff because,
quite simply, it’s formulated
for cleaning dishes rather
than hands. You can, though,
improve its effectiveness a
lot using something else that’s
found in most kitchens - use
ateaspoon or so of sugar to
help work the washing-up
liquid in, and you'll find it's a
lot more effective at lifting
dirt out of all the lines and
from under your fingernails.
It's still not as good as a
proprietory product of
course, but as an emergency
‘get out of trouble’ tip it's well
worth considering...

Axle top up

illing/topping up rear axle

can be a bit tricky for

the inexperienced. For

starters, the total capacity
is likely to be somewhat less than
you expect - most hold between
one and two litres, and if the oil is
down, it’s unlikely to take much to
bring it back up. It is, though, very
important not to overfill an axle -
there is supposed to be air above
the oil to allow for movement, heat
expansion and so on and there will
also be a breather of some kind to
allow air in and out.

The usual procedure is that the oil
level is correct when the oil is at the
bottom of the level/top up hole; in
other words no more can be added
without it running straight out. This
clearly, however, is dependent on
the vehicle being sat level. | also
recommend checking it after the car’s
been stationary for at least 10-15
minutes so any oil which was at the top
has had time to drain back down.

Then, rather than pour some more
in and wait for it to run out, | prefer to
take a short length of welding rod or
similar and bend about aninch at one
end over at 90 degrees. This can then

Below:
Checking/
topping up rear
axle oil level can
be a bit tricky,
especially if
access is slightly
restricted.

be used as an improvised dipstick. You
can then add a little if needed, but
again bear in mind that unless the oil is
along way down it won't need much.
In practice, the only way that
an axle can lose oil is by it leaking
out - so any sudden or significant
drop needs investigating. This does,
though, mean that axle oil canin
theory stay in the axle for a Very
Long Time - quite possibly ten years
or more - and I’'m not sure that’s a
good idea. Personally, I'd change it
completely every five years/50,000
miles unless there’s a Mercedes
recommendation for earlier changes
-which | believe there is for some
specialist/performance models. The
drain plug is usually obvious and will
be at the bottom - but check with a
manual if you're in doubt. Refilling can
be a bit time-consuming as you need
to wait for oil to settle before adding
more. Rather than keep checking the
level and waiting, I'd measure how
much you take out, and then (slowly)
add the same amount of new oil - but
watch that you use the correct type
and grade as using the wrong type of
oil - even the wrong grade of axle oil
- can cause major problems.
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Don't Drive through floods...

'm based in the East Anglian fens, Above:

and while flooding around here Corrugated

is pretty common, we also have connecting rod

the infrastructure and know-how resulting from
to deal with it. Certain roads are an attempt at
known to flood sometimes and when driving through
it happens warning signs go up, and aflooded road -
locals generally shrug their shoulders they are closed
and use an alternative route for a day for areason!
or four; it’s a bit inconvenient, but
that’s life.

Sometimes, though, ‘incomers’ will,
thinking they know better than people
who'velivedhere their entire lives, or
believing that they’ll be okay because
they own a quality car like a Mercedes,
‘take a chance’ and try to drive right
through it. Often, they’ll try to get
through quickly, thinking the sooner
they can get out, the better.
Four times out of five though, it

doesn’'t work. The problem, contrary
to popular belief, is not generally
the electrics getting waterlogged,
but water getting into the engine.
Modern cars usually have relatively
low air intakes within the grille. Water,
unlike petrol and air or diesel/air, is
not compressible. Driving through

water creates a bow-wave and the

air intake action sucks water through
the air intake and up into the engine
where something expensive bends or
breaks. This con-rod is fairly typical of
what happens when a piston’s upward
stroke tries to ‘compress’ a cylinder-
full of floodwaters; it's the weakest
part, soit bends...

Damage like this not only writes
the engine off but most likely
also renders it scrap as there’s
a likelihood the bottom end has
been weakened or pushed out of
alignment, meaning it can’t even
be rebuilt. You're thereforelooking
at buying another engine outright
which is always expensive. With a
relatively recent car it can easily run
to over £5000 with fitting, even if
you're lucky enough to find a suitable
secondhand unit.

This type of damage won't be
covered by any warranty either - you
can’t insure against stupidity.

So if you come across aroad that’s
closed due to flooding, please don’t
‘take a chance’ - it’s almost certainly
been ‘closed’ for good reason...

Smoke
Signals...

Next, an old school mechanics
trick which can be very helpful
if you suspect - or know -

that there’s an ‘induction’ air
leak somewhere around the
inlet manifolds, but you're

not 100% certain, and want
afurther clue. Try spraying
alittle Plus Gas, WD40 or
similar ‘maintenance spray’
over the affected area with
the engine running. Watch the
exhaust smoke. If it changes
colour, or the engine note
changes while you are spraying
apart, thenyou've found a
leak, because whatever you're
spraying on has been sucked in
and is being burnt.

I've used this tip to good
effect onmany cars over the
years - it's especially good if
you have a suspected glowplug
or diesel injector leak, but it is
old school, and best suited to
older - pre-1990 - cars and
| wouldn't recommend it on
modern cars with DPF and
similar systems. | would also
‘exercise caution’ when using it
on petrol Mercs with a catalytic
converter, as ‘unexpected
substances in exhaust smoke’
can cause damage, though
a little one-off testing as
described above shouldn’t
cause problems unless it was
already starting to go.
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Technical Tips

Dirty Bulbs

nce upon a time,
changing bulbs was
generally fairly easy
and the sort of thing
pretty-much everyone could do
themselves. Nowadays though,
ever-more crowded engine bays
mean it can be rather more of a
fiddle than in the past - to put
it mildly! Fortunately, it’s one of
the few jobs that'’s still usually
covered in a Mercedes driver’s
handbook, mainly because in much
of mainland Europe drivers are
expected to carry a set of spare

bulbs with them, and change same
enroute if needed.

One tip - when changing halogen
or tungsten headlight bulbs, avoid
touching the glass part. Hold the
bulb only by the metal base as
shown here. That’s because oils
from your skin will otherwise
‘transfer’ on to the bulb glass and
though barely visible, it will tend to
reflect light from the filament.

The problem here isn’t so
much reduced light output as the
reflection causing the bulb to
operate at a higher temperature

Above: Headlamp
bulbs should only
be handled at the
base, not the glass.

than intended, which will shorten its
life. And with some headlight bulbs
now costing upwards of £15 apiece,
it makes sense not to reduce their
life unnecessarily.

Incidentally, if the headlight
bulb is, like most modern ones,
a bit tricky to reach, it's worth
double-checking that you've got
it in properly; a small mirror is
sometimes a help here. Many
MoT failures due to headlamp
alignment being wrong are actually
caused by a bulb having been fitted
incorrectly...
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Squeal Piggy Squeal

hy do some disc

brakes squeal?

What you are

actually hearing is
the brake pad vibrating in between
the disc and its piston as pressure
is applied - hence the noise often
goes under hard braking, because
the pad can’t then move.

A good way of avoiding this is to
apply a little copper grease (PLEASE
don’t use conventional grease)
to the back of the pad, where it

Below: Copper
grease on the
backcanbea
good way of
reducing or
eliminating brake
squeal.

contacts with the calliper piston.
You can also put a little on the sides,
where the pad touches its carriers,
to prevent seizure. Don’t, though,
cover the whole back - the quantity
you can see here is quite sufficient
and there is no benefit at all in going
outside where the calliper piston
will be in contact.

The copper grease should
dampen pad/piston contact and
vibration, leading to (almost) silent
slowing....

Improvised
anvil

Finally this month, here’s
ahandy tip that's most
appropriate if you, like our
esteemed Editor, are the sort
of person who has lots of cars
invarious states of (dis)repair
and major parts from same
scattered about the place. A
couple of identical engine back
plates welded together can
actually make an extremely
effective and efficient ‘anvil’
on which to shape up small
replacement panels and repair
sections. The outer edge will
usually consist of arange of
curves —and maybe even
astyraight edge or three -
which you can beat around the
outside of,and they'll be a few
holes of various sizes in the
middle that can also be used
for shaping purposes.

Allyou need to find apart
from a couple of suitable and
matching engine backplates
and, ideally, two or three
similarly strong but smaller
pieces of similar height for it to
stand on. Weld it all together
and there you have it and it's
cost you next to nowt...
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A happy acciden

Craig's E220 estate found him - an ideal classic for a large family

ith a large family
and a crumbling
relic of a house
restoration project,
a large estate car is arequirement
rather than an object of desire for
me, so when it came to choosing
a car that was suitable for the job
after | sold my Volvo 740, there
was only one vehicle in the frame.

A Mercedes S124 was the perfect
car for my requirements, especially
if | could find a seven-seater in
which the mother-in-law could face
backwards during her not-infrequent
visits to see the brood.

My problem was that, with
multiple other cars on my roster, |
had a severely limited budget of less
than £1,000, unless | managed to sell
afew of my other cars.

Inthe end, though, P972 UJR

found me. | was looking for a cheap
seven-seater of any variety for our
family holiday last summer, and

a friend of mine had advertised

his Citroen Synergie for sale via
Facebook. With 100,000 miles on
the clock and a healthy MoT, the
sensible and functional Citroen
looked like an ideal vehicle for

the job in hand, especially for the
£795 asking price, so | was a bit
disappointed to find he'd already
sold it when | sent him an email.

At least until | read the line “but |
am selling another seven-seater”. The
‘other’ car turned out to be a 1996
Mercedes E220 Estate, with 196,000
recorded miles but in seemingly solid
condition and recently serviced. It
was mine for £1,200, or half that if
| was prepared to part-exchange an
immaculate 40,000-mile Rover Metro
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5 . Craiq Cheetham escdior

1996 Mercedes-Benz E220 estate
Mileage: 200,670
First instalment

that the E220’s seller had an eye on.

It was impossible to say no to that,
especially as I've always loved old
Mercs and constantly rue the day that
| foolishly parted with my W124 300E
Sportline - a sale forced by a move
overseas for a year back in 2012.

“I constantly
rue the day
that I foolishly
parted with
my W124 300E
Sportline.”

As one of the last 124s to roll off
the production line (the W210 saloon
was already well into production by
the time it was registered), my E220
has the advantage of the later 2.2-litre
four-cylinder engine, coupled to a four-
speed auto box.

Driving it for the first time was a
revelation. Having previously owned
both a six-cylinder W124 and a six-pot
190E, | was expecting it to feel a bit
of asluggard. Sure, it's not going to
burn off any sports cars at the lights,
but it’s a far more eager machine
than the modest powerplant would
suggest, while it’s also a ridiculously
comfortable cruiser. It will sit happily
all day at the legal limit,and on arun it
returns almost 40mpg, which is more
than my wife gets out of her diesel
seven-seater.

Of course, being a cheap Mercedes
itisn't without its faults, but they’re
reassuringly few. The body is solid
where it matters - indeed, when |
took it for an MoT last October the
tester said it was astonishingly good
underneath. It does have a coupe of
very small rust bubbles on the rear
arches, and the driver’s side front
wing has started to go behind the

indicator lens - but this will hardly
come as a surprise to the average 124
aficionado.

Imagine my delight, then, when a
friend called me from a scrapyard in
Southampton where he was getting
some parts for a Rover 75 he was
working on to tell me there was a 124
in the exact same blue being broken
thanks to a rear-end shunt, but with
perfect front wings. | was even more
delighted when he told me | could have
the pair for £35.

We finally met up at the NEC Classic
Restoration Show in March this year,
where his brother turned up with a

Above: More
than enough
room for Craig's
family!

wing under each arm. Having friends
who also appreciate older cars is
always a bonus.

Otherwise, my estate’s copybook
has been blot-free aside from one
thing. When | checked the MoT
history online, it turned out that |
wasn't the first person to take it past
the 200,000-mile milestone, as it
had 246k on the clock in 2015. So
yes, it has done more than a quarter
of a million miles - yet it doesn’t
burn a drop of oil and is as tight and
comfortable as the day it was built.
What an astonishing, high-quality car
itis... B
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WET WEEKEND

Skelton's Coupe disgraces itself in Wales.

here had to be a catch,

when | managed to get

an E220 Coupe and cash

my way in return for a
slightly tired 280TE. And my new
car does have its share of issues. |
mentioned in the last instalment
that there are a number of
electrical and trim items that are
past their best - now it’s time to
start on the mechanical maladies.

When | took the car on, the

temperature gauge was reading cold
all the time - something | attributed
to a dodgy thermostat and thought

nothing more of it. My belief was
that it was stuck open, confirmed

by the lack of heat from the heater.
But then | changed the thermostat

- and while it did help, the car still
wouldn’t sit at the correct operating
temperature. It would now get warm
- but not warm enough to open the
stat and pressurise the system.

The fan was permanently engaged,
and so | wondered whether it might
be possible that the viscous coupling
had seized. Another was procured
courtesy of Euro Car Parts, and
fitted to the car. No change - with

Above: Not
what you want
to see 200 miles
from home...

a brand new viscous coupling the
fan was still on full time. And the car
still wouldn’t reach temperature. |
can’t fit a cooler thermostat because
it's integral to the housing and
Mercedes only list one thermostat
for the M111.

I've solved this on a short term
basis in an old school manner.
Remember in the 1970s, people
would use grille mufflers and bits of
card cable tied in behind the grille to
reduce the area cool air was hitting?
My idea is equally low tech - but
waterproof. Having dug out an old
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1995 Mercedes E220 Coupe
Mileage: 179,227
Second instalment

universal rear floor mat from my
shed of many things, | found it was
the perfect size to sit under the slam
panel and ahead of the radiator.
With half the outer face of the rad
blanked off, my car now reached and
sits at temperature. I've checked - it
doesn’t overheat either.

Successful pressurisation of
the system, however, highlighted
another issue. I'd occasionally get
the coolant light onin use, and so
| took to carrying water - after all,
with none emerging via the tailpipe
it was highly unlikely to be a head
gasket failure, the car still ran and
it would help me diagnose precisely
where the issue was.

This idea was less clever than |
thought, as | found out when | took
my partner to a charity ball in Rhyl;
staying with contributor James Bellis
and his wife. Partway through | left
to put something in the Coupe, only
to find the floor underneath soaked
with water. In full black tie, | opened
the bonnet and started fiddling -
there was nothing in the header
tank. So I filled it, using water from
the boot. 2 hours later when we left,
all that had gone too.

It was much the same story
the following morning on James's
driveway, where | established that
there was a crack somewhere in
the water pump housing and that
this was the source of my leak.
Over 220 miles from home | had a
car that wasn’t holding water - and
that by my estimate would take
approximately the whole of the
Menai Strait to get me back to the
safety of my driveway, my toolkit
and the Fens.

There wasn’t much choice - |
had to find something to use as a
temporary fix. James’s local motor
factor stocked K Seal. | know K
Seal has a poor reputation, but
that’s because most people don't
use it properly. | ran my car up
to temperature, using a constant
supply of fresh water. Once my

"It would take
the whole of
the Menali
Strait to get me
back home."

Above right:
Skelton’s
overcooling
solution is low
tech...

=TP

thermostat had opened and in order
that K Seal shouldn’t congeal around
the housing, | drained the system,
poured in my coppery coloured goo,
added water and started the car
once more. A few high-revs miles
later, | seemed to have a watertight
car. And one which made it back to
the Fens later that evening.

I've a new water pump sitting
on the shelf for when my bodge
ultimately fails. But for now I'm
focusing on enjoying my Mercedes.
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ne family owned

Tim’s father bought his 180 new - and it’s still used properly

y Mercedes is very
special to me, but |
suppose everybody's
is to them. It's just
that my history and my Merc's go
along way back. To year dot. In
1959 my father took a secondment
to Malta to run the Naval Supply
Office. Life was pretty much tax
free, so in 1960 dad sold his old
Alvis TA14 shooting brake to the
Maltese Governor, and went where
the engineering was. He ordered a
bright red petrol 190, and hitched
a naval lift to Palermo on his way
to fetch it from the factory. On
arrival in Stuttgart the nearest they
had was a dark red 180. So I've
been riding in the 180 since it was
new, and | wasn't so old either.
Import tax on foreign cars was
approaching 100%, but if you

“T've been riding in

the 180 since it was

new, and I wasn't
so old either.”

brought a car home a year old with a
certain mileage on the clock, it was
aused car, and therefore exempt.

A month had to be spent exploring
Italy, and the car still has 2000 more
miles on the clock thaniit's done. It
came home tax free.

Back in Surrey it was our family car,
and at fourteen it became the first car
| ever drove. Dad would take me up to
the army ranges and just go off with
the dog, leaving me to work out how to
drive the thing. | forget how unusual
itis to still be driving the first car you
ever steered when you're sixty.

Unfortunately my father died when
he wasn't much older than | am now,
so the Merc has been mine for forty
years. Always making my living as an
artist and writer | was perpetually
broke, and the 180 stayed in mum's
garage for the next twenty years. But
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1960 Mercedes-Benz 180
Mileage: 131,820
First instalment

by then | wasn't doing so badly and
sorting the Merc became a priority.
| came across John Haynes down in
Worthing, and the car was dispatched.
| hadn't even seen their premises.
They kept sending me large bills with
photos, one showing something with
no opening panels, no wings or sills,
no glass or paint, no interior and no
engine. | asked if maybe | should come
down and seeiit. They said don't - it'll
only depress you!

They did a proper job, and almost
straight from collection my sister
and | took it down to Palermo to
repeat the journey through Italy we
had made forty years earlier in 1961.
This proved to be the first of many

Malta 19 Left: The trans-european journeys for the 180.
Wlrshegzess ssse original bill And we haven't needed assistance
S gy e of sale - yet. Last year my wife and | took the
o Ltd. -
= "'Sn.fﬁfi unsurprisingly, Porsche Boxster S on honeymoon,
et B Bl <ot - ichei, i the history is simply because we had covered too

e M e ———
e huge

many miles in the Merc. The year
before we had been down to the Tarn
Gorge and on to Cadaques. There
were fuel starvation and vaporization
problems, but we got home. A fuel
pump rebuild and fitting an auxiliary
electric pump sorted it out, along
with it's starting difficulties after a
few weeks standing. | do all the work
on the car myself, partly because I'm
mean, but mostly because | don't
trust anyone else.

Most recent work has been the
fitting of a 'dynamator’. It'san
alternator that looks just like the
original dynamo, and it makes such a
difference. We've been a Goodwood
Revival taxi for a dozen years, and all
that sitting in traffic made the next
early morning start questionable. No
longer.

Top speed is only 84, but it cruises
at 75 all week. It revs a little high,
but it's smooth and comfortable. In
factit's a very good drive - light on
it's feet, free revving, and evenit's
last generation drum brakes are
reassuring.

I'm thinking about Albania this
— - summer. s that completely mad? &
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Sound sense

James's E430 now has a more fitting radio than before

ince buying the W210, |
noticed that the climate
wasn't functioning like
it should. The fans
seemed non-existent and the
front screen would not demist.

The previous owner had put in
two cheap dehumidifiers to combat
this. | bit the bullet and bought the
required filter set, which comprised
of two pollen filters and two active
carbon filters.

These filters are very expensive
if genuine Mercedes, | picked up an
eBay set for £50. Still, expensive
for filters.

After watching a quick
Youtube video, | was armed with
screwdrivers to tackle the job. |
started with the carbon filters. |

Left: Pioneer
didn’t look at
home in the
dash.

removed the trim from under the
glove box which comprises of two
screws and once that is out of the
way you can get to where they are
hiding.

Once you slide the two retaining
plastic parts, the filters drop down.
They weren’t dirty but felt heavier
than the new ones so am guessing
that they retain water.

The pollen filters are housed
behind the glove compartment; this
was more of a challenge. There are
six Philips screws to remove and
then you have to prise the glove
compartment out and disconnect
the light.

Once the glove compartment is
out, you remove the plastic cover to
get to the pollen filters. One pulls
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1998 Mercedes-Benz E430

]ames BeII iS Owner Mileage: 161,719

Second instalment

out and then you slide the other
over and pull it out.

These were absolutely filthy black.
| then replaced with the shiny clean
ones and then refitted the glove
compartment and reconnected the
light.

The climate control unit fired back
to life as if factory fresh, and now all
speeds work and the front screen
demists as it should.

This is a nice cheap easy fix, even
for a novice like myself. It probably
took me about 40 minutes to
complete, next time | bet that | can
do it twice as fast!

The previous owner had left his
Pioneer cd-radio which he wanted
back. Initially | purchased a Sony
Dab cd tuner but after discovering
the original cd changer in the boot, |
decided to keep it OEM.

After some eBay searching, |
discovered that the car would have
come with either a Becker Audio 10
or Audio 50.

| settled on an Audio 50 for £30
delivered which even came with the
code.

The Pioneer was a pig to remove,
after 20 minutes of swearing and
effort, it eventually prised out.

All original cabling was there so |
connected the blocks into the back
of the stereo including aerial and
fibre for cd changer.

The radio fired up but would not
accept my code. | discovered that
the code supplied was wrong so got
one for free from www.radio-code.it

This site is a gem for most car
radios and the code worked first
time. The Audio 50 is quite a good
OEM radio and gives off good sound
quality. The only downside is that
the cd changer is broken, most likely
the main reason why the original
radio was removed in the first place.

It does at least get power and
eject the magazine. A quick Google
has shown that it is most likely down
to the ribbon cable on the changer,
so ajob for next time. B

&

Right: New pollen filter far cleaner -
was the old one original?
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John's SL is the realisation of a thirty year dream

hen the R129 Right: Helios last serviced the car so | phoned
came out in 89-90 Yellow interior a him to get his opinion on its
| lusted after it, rare option condition. On the test drive it was
but it was hugely totally silent, no squeaks or bumps,
expensive and | had gone back and as a later car with the 5 speed
to University to do another auto, didn’t feel any slower off the
degree, so money was tight. mark than the 320s I'd driven. I'd
A couple of years ago | decided negotiated hard and agreed a price,
I'd like to buy a car to keep for then asked to see the hardtop. It
retirement. We had had a few was a panoramic roof, which was a
British convertibles and | love 70s nice surprise!
and 80s cars too so my search list The paint is Azurite Blue, and it
was pretty wide ranging. | started has a Helios (Sun Yellow) interior
looking at MGs, 944s, SAAB 900 which is in great condition, as is
Turbos, SECs, E28 BMWs, all the walnut veneer. The soft top is
of which | had owned or driven blue and in really great condition
previously, and then | realised that too. The hard top looked like it
| could get an R129 and | started had never been onthe car asiit is
researching. unmarked.
| used the forums to get anidea The car, as a late, second facelift
of common problems and initially model, has the M112 V6 twin plug
decided I'd go for a 320, avoiding engine, 5 speed electronic auto,
the dodgy wiring loom years. | the big Brembo brakes (vented all
looked at 8 or 9, all over the place, round) and 17 inch wheels, mine
getting more and more depressed having the optional 644 wheel style.
about turning up to see a car that It has electric, heated seats, folding
had been inaccurately described. | mirrors, rear parking sensors, the
once drove for 3 hours to look at a rear seat option, 6 CD changer and
320 described as “immaculate” only an aftermarket handsfree phone
to see visible rust as | walked up to and iPod kit. As well as the all
it. The owner used a screwdriver to important pano roof.
open the door! It had looked great I still find the car as beautiful
in the advert photos, but drove like as when | first saw one. Walking
ashed. back to it when it’s parked takes
| bought this car near Glasgow my breath away. There is not a bad
from a small trader. It had 95000 angle to the car. Sacco and his team
miles and | bought on condition. | really got the whole wedge shaped,
saw that a local independent had big shouldered look spot on. B
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Geoff's E240 is testament to the car a daily driver can receive

Mercedes DRIVER

bought this car on a bit of a whim Left: Geoff’s | decided to fix the knock from the front
just over a year ago in February restored his suspension, turned out that the top arm
2017. Overallit's been a pleasure E240 - it's now ball joint on the offside was worn, this |
to own and drive, | was looking one of the best couldn't tackle myself due to my health
for a car to fit my needs as a disabled left problems but it's a straightforward job

driver, it had to be comfortable
and it had to be an automatic, I've
had several different types of car
before and my son told me how
good his C and E-classes had been.
When | found it, it was ina sorry
state, it had dents to the nearside front
wing, the offside rear wing and the
boot lid, it also had an annoying knock
over bumps from somewhere in the
front suspension, however | thought
it was worth saving so | paid more
than | wanted. Looking back though,
probably less than it was worth.
Bought as a 2 owner car with no
service history and under 70,000
miles recorded | set off on the drive
home from the outskirts of London to
Chesterfield, | made it to Oxford and
had to be recovered by the RAC when
the first of very few problems reared
its head, the auxiliary belt tensioner
seized completely shredding the belt
and losing the use of water-pump
and power steering! Fortunately no
damage was done to anything other
than the tensioner and the idler,
both replace the next day, easy to do
without having to resort to a garage.
Next was the repair of the bodywork,
for the grand sum of £1500 the dents
were repaired the wheels refurbished
and things were looking up. At this point

for anyone who's moderately capable.

Then | backed into afence and put a
dent in the opposite rear wing... | found a
different body-shop to the one who had
done the first work and was told that
I'd been overcharged for the first repair
and repaint. | had my dent repaired - at
acompetitive price - and discussed the
price of a bare metal respray, as by this
time I'd fallen for the car, and it's going to
be as good as | can make it.

Next came the job of finding the
near impossible wheels, | was after a
set of Mercedes Sador rims as fitted to
a limited edition E430, finally tracked
a set down which involved a trip to the
south coast, these rims look the same
as the ones fitted to certain SLK's but
the offset is different.

Now the water-pump is starting to
fail. | can't help but wonder if it started
when | was driving home after buying
the car, overall though it's really been
a pleasure to own so far. Repair costs
are manageable, and it's easily as
comfortable as any of my old Lexus
LS400s or LS430s (but maybe not as
many toys or as much acceleration,
after allitis only a 2.4 V6). It's most at
home on the motorway, returning near
35 mpg on either summer or winter
tyres, would | buy it again knowing
what was needed? Most definitely.
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'CLUB NEWS

Our man Jack reports on the club scene over the May bank holiday

ay bank holiday 2018
will probably go down
as “the hottest on
record”, or something
like that. Certainly, as Countryfile is
on in the background as | write this,
Sheffield was hotter than Havana.
| can see the summer number one
now: “I Left My Heart in Attercliffe.”
Anyway, 29 Mercedes Benz models
were on display at the first show
on the South Yorkshire calendar at
Thoresby Hall, ranging from W111 to
W211 there was definitely something
to suit all tastes. Tea and biscuits
were of course exceptional, and
rather pleasingly my 190E 2.5-16
picked up the award for Best Four
Door Car. Paul Panay’s sensational
R107 300SL taking the prize for Best
Two Door, but with 32,000 miles
and stunning throughout, it’s hard to
argue that Paul’s SL is much less than
perfect.

"29 Mercedes
Benz models
were on display
at Thoresby
Hall."

James Harrison’s 1990 pre-cat
R129 500SL is although worthy of a
special mention. Arguably the best
model of SL since the Gullwing, | was
once again blown away by how good
those cars are as we enjoyed a little
blast after the show. Speaking of
SLs, the club also held an R129 meet
at Cheshire Oaks on 28th April to
celebrate the opening of their new
dealership. 30 examples attended,

Above: Our
Club Editor's
1902.5-16

and even a rogue Audi S4 managed
to sneak in to the midst.

Looking forward to the next bank
holiday, which will most likely be a
shower after the sunburn inducing
weekend we've just enjoyed and the
online W201 group Mercedes-190.
co.uk will be holding their annual
West Midlands Get Together on
the 27th. Last year saw over 100
cars turn out to the Sparrow Pub
in Coventry and hopefully this
year will top that. All models of
Mercedes Benz are welcome,
and | would encourage owners to
have a read of the forum (www.
Mercedes-190.co.uk). I've found it
a useful resource for diagnosing all
sorts of issues, and the members
and organisers are all very pleasant
people. | hope to see some readers
there on the 27th, in 190s or any
other Merc. I'll be the chap in the
pink 16 valve.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRICES

WWW.MOTORMARKS.CO.UK |

PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE!
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JM 8753 KOR 12Y

CHOOSE YOUR
INITIALS!!

Prefix Plates
1. First pick letters with
A-E, G, H, J-Y
2. Numbers 1-20 (higher
numbers subject to availability)
3. Add your 3 letters (not I, Q or Z)

N2 PRK

example

Current Style Plates

1. First pick 2 letters (not I, Q or 2)|

2. Choose from 51, 02, 52, 03, 53
04, 54, 05, 55, 06, 56, 07, etc

3. Add 3 letters (not | or Q)

PS18 SON
\ example /

JMA 922K B17 KAR

S00N KSA 178F
KA KSC 226D
JAT 137T 57 KAY 83V KSM 177H NMA 963T

SPRING CLEAROUT )

ALL NUMBERS ARE PLUS 20% VAT + £80 TRANSFER FEEJ
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Y Y
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INE KBD 76
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C5XJS
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KTS 91G

LAB 37T
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LAL 14W
LAM 888
LAM 85P
$52 LAN
3 LAT
BUY 14W

448 HOV KGW 905A
GRA 713V B431 KGY
GRA 78N K1 DUM LES 1
GRA 290V AK15 SED E F570 UNG
BOY 1P F13 COM DOW 178 GRA 990N 8927 HP. JEY 522F JSV 315 KK15 SER LEV 177 MC17LRN  NJW 254P $053 PHS RJM 112R SHE 80Y' M503 VJL YOU 545V

TEL: 0116 235 0116 8.00am to 8.00pm

7 Days a Week
Gynsill Close, Anstey, Leicester LE?Z Z7AN

100 000’s of
numbers available
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FREE ADS
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Photos are printed free but cannot be returned. We can only accept one advert per reader per issue.
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Tel: 0906 802 0279 By post
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Mercedes

1993, 69,000 miles, £6,995. Rosso metallic.
Certified. With rare suspension, automatic, new
battery. Massive history file. Please call 07932
174680.

190 2.0 DIESEL

1992, 98,000, £1,100 ONO. Excellent condition , no
rust, perfect runner. Electric tilt and slide sunroof.
All electric Windows. 5 speed manual gearbox.
Please call 01728 833337.

230

1981, 57,000 Miles, £12,995. Only one owner.
Finished inimmaculate Taigu beige with tan interior.
Spec includes auto transmission and power
steering. Very hard to find low milage and one
owner. Please call 01485 541526. (T)

230

1981,57,000 Miles, £12,995. Please call 01485
541526 (T)

Mercedes DRIVER

1967, 25,366 Miles, £19,995. Finished in
immaculate Mercedes classic white with unmarked
red MB TEX trim. Huge history file with this car and
known to us for anumber of years. The car was
imported from Botswanain 1998 by a titled
gentlemen who we purchased the car fromin 2008
and looked after the car since then. The carisin
immaculate condition, rust free and original. Please
call 01485 541526.

G250 CDI

car, diesel, one owner, 39,000 miles, heated seats,
full black electric leather seats, cruise control,
remote central locking, 2 keys, roof rails, parking
sensors, alloy wheels, stereo and CD player,
finished in metallic grey, full black leather trim.
Please call 02380 766870, Hampshire.

CL500

AL =2 - J-\P.J:&‘ o 3
1999, 99,000 Miles, £2,750. Automatic. Silver with
grey leather interior. MOT. Good condition all
around. Please call 01483 282830.

CL500

2002,89,000 Miles, £7,995. Finished in light
metallic blue with grey hide, immaculate unmarked
car, very high spec with full service history. Superb
looking and driving car, exceptional value. Please
call 01485 541526. (T)

CL600

2008, 80,000 Miles, £23,995. Black metallic
exterior. Automatic gearbox. Finished inimmaculate
Obsidian black with unmarked black leather.
Panoramic roof, upgraded alloy wheels and
Mercedes Command system. Please call 01485
541526. (T)

CLC 180 KOMPRESSOR SPORT

2011, 31,000 Miles, £8,950. Automatic, gun metal
grey. All of the extras included. Please call 01484
420902.(T)
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MERCEDES GLE CLASS 350D
4MATIC AMG LINE

2016, 15,000 Miles, £37,995. 9 speed automatic
gearbox, aromatic suspension with adaptive
damping, multi- function sports steering wheel,
tyre pressure monitoring, reverse park camera with
parktronic, smartphone integration and Apple play,
DVD player and DAB radio, command with satellite
navigation, power fold heated mirrors, LED
intelligent high performance headlights and
electrically adjustable front heated seats. Please
call 01798 874477 (T).

2005, 145,000 Miles, £2,750. Full electric, AMG
alloys. Lots of history available. Please call 074499
586605.

2001, 52,000 Miles, £7,995. In mint condition.
Finished in silver with black hide. Full spec car
including dual climate control, sun roof. Electric
seats including rear seat, black nappa leather. Full
service history. Please call 01485 541526. (T)

Mercedes DRIVER

SL60 AMG

1997, 155,000 Miles, £29,995. Metallic grey with
charcoal leather. AMG styling including front spoiler
and side skirts and the correct AMG18 inch bolted
alloys. Cruise control, heated memory orthopaedic
seats, electric windows, and naturally air-
conditioning. Please call 01798 874477.

SL350

2003,91,000 Miles, £9,495. Finished in dark blue
metallic with light beige leather interior. With a full
Mercedes service history. Very high spec car with
AMG alloy wheels and panoramic roof. Please call
01485541526. (T)

SL380

1980, 70,811 Miles, £36,995. Finished init's
original and immaculate Thistle green with
unmarked green cloth trim. Comes with Hard top
and Soft top electric windows and Mexican hat
alloys. Just about to turn over to 44,000 miles. Full
service history and MOTs etc. Summer use car only
and totally original. Any inspection welcome. Will
satisfy the most discerning buyer. Please call
01485541526 (T)

SL500 CONVERTIBLE POWER

2003,£7,999. Hard top, automatic, power
steering, electric windows, remote central locking
with 2 keys, heated/electric seats, alloy wheels,
fitted with parking sensors, air conditioning, cruise
control, air bag, leather interior, abs brakes, stereo
and cd player, this vehicle has been owned by
vendor for the last 2and1/2 years and comes with
service history. Please call 02380 766870 (T)

SLK 230K CONVERTIBLE

power steering, electric windows, power electric
hood, alloy wheels, remote central locking, also 2
keys, fully documented history file including old
mot's, invoices and bills for servicing repairs,
electric roof, finished in canary yellow, black
upholstery, nice looking vehicle. Please call 07545
703474, Hampshire. (T)

SLK 230 KOMPRESSOR

>0

2003, 68,000 Miles, £5,995. Finished in special
order sapphire blue metallic with full black leather
trim. Includes the owners handbook, service book,
spare keys and original document holder. The car
alsoincludes front fogs, red brake callipers, mesh
grill, MB dustcaps, AMG badging, cruise control,
climate control, high level brake light, GB
badge,white dials, hrw, overmats, wind deflector,
radio/cd with extra speakers, airbags, centre
armrest, ESP, and extra chrome kit. Please call
01202709407, Dorset. (T)

SLK500

";'ll T ||' |;"|'i|'!F!r' ”|'If ] ]|I .'II i
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2003, £7,499. Convertible power, hard top,
automatic, power steering, electric windows,
remote central locking with 2 keys, heated/electric
seats, alloy wheels, fitted with parking sensors, air
conditioning, cruise control, air bag, leather interior,
abs brakes, stereo and cd player, this vehicle has
been owned by vendor for the last 2&1/2 years and
comes with service history. Please call 07545
703474, Hampshire. (T)
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BRITAIN

By Benz:

Mercedes Driver tackles the West Coast of
the East of England
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ENJOYING YOUR MERCEDES

CIaSSiC Tou ri ng Words and pics: Sam Skelton

t feels perverse to think of

the East of England as having

awest coast, and yet it is

a quirk of the shape of our
island that there are beaches in
north Norfolk which point west
and north west. Our planned
tour would suit as a weekend
retreat, with several things to do
and places to go to distract along
the way. It’s a part of the country
that many rarely feel the need
to visit, despite it playing host to
the weekend retreat of our Royal
family. And yet those who dismiss
it are missing out, with a host of
places too visit, some excellent
roads, and scenery which has
been likened to several more
popular holiday destinations.

We start our tour on the north
coast, in the popular seaside resort
of Wells next-the Sea. We've started
here as it’s in the centre of the north
Norfolk coast, neatly splitting the
western oddity from the east coast.

"It's a part of the
country that many
rarely feel the need to
visit, despite it housing
our Royal family."

A typical seaside town, it regularly
attracts over ten thousand visitors
keen to soak up the sea air at Bank
Holidays and over the summer.

It's popular with beach-seeking
families, nature enthusiasts keen

to explore the region’s RSPB sites,
and those seeking to revisit the
traditional British seaside holiday. &
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Y Classic Touring

Its primary interest to us,
however, is as home to the Wells
and Walsingham Light Railway.
This is believed to be the world’s
smallest public railway - since a
1982 Act of Parliament deemed
the preserved 10 % gauge steam
line a public railway, it is considered
alongside conventional rail lines
rather than similar miniature
preserved steam railways. The
work of Lt Commander Roy
Francis, who had already built the
mile long Wells Beach Railway,
the 4 mile Wells and Walsingham
Light Railway is also the longest
10 % gauge railway in the world.
While many use the line for
transport purposes during its
operating season of March-

Right: Norfolk
Lavender's fields
near Heacham

November, the summer holiday
season sees a dramatic increase
in traffic as a result of families
seeking an enjoyable day out. The
railway routinely operates four
steam locomotives and two diesel
locomotives, with an adult return
fare at £9.50. More information
can be found at www.wwlr.co.uk,
including details of the special
Wells at War weekend on 2-3 June.
Just up the road from Wells lies
the picturesque village of Holkham,
now mostly owned by the Holkham
Hall estate and targeted to serve
the estate. Commissioned by
Thomas Coke, first Earl of Leicester,
the house lay in the Holkham estate
founded by his father Edward Coke.
Palladian in style, the interior is

128

Mercedes DRIVER



T .

e /1~ AR

T
§
i

.‘.“

free of excessive ornamentation AR : g z properties, disease rendered the
and shows that a relatively simple LLLLLTRURAREY : : o fields on the outskirts of London
interior can be opulent. The grounds - Y _ unusable. In 1932, just before the
cover over 25000 acres, and were I R o o English lavender trade died out
reputed to have cost £90,000 to - . | T : for good, Linn Chilvers planted
complete even in the 1700s. It . L AN his first six acres in Heacham.
virtually bankrupted the family, T : = Some of the lavender is distilled
ensuring it wasn't updated to suit 1. ! : b4 into lavender oil, a part of the
fashion trends and is thus one of S . - business since 1936. Lavender is
the most original houses of its type | ok J also sold from the site for medical
in England. The estate now covers i et and aromatherapy purposes, and
over 25000 acres, and is open to . TS M is available to be planted at home.
the public on Sundays, Mondays and Tours are available to discover the
Thursdays. It is still, however, the tradition of English lavender, while.

family home of the Earl of Leicester. "The V].].].age Above: The More information can be found at

For more information including Rose and Crown,  www.norfolk-lavender.co.uk.
admission fees, visit www.holkham. Of Snettlsham Snettisham As we approach our next
co.uk. destination, it makes sense to

Heading west along the A149, plays host to stop for a bite to eat and a drink.

the next significant town is the The village of Snettisham plays
seaside town of Hunstanton. The Rose and host to The Rose and Crown,
And it is just the other side of voted UK Pub of the Year in 2015.
Hunstanton, in Heacham, that we Crown; VOted Hidden away near the church at
find Norfolk Lavender. Lavender is the back of the village, it’s a 14th
believed to have been brought to UK PUb Of the century village inn v%hich offers

. . - "
Britain by.the Romans, and !\lqrfolk Year 1n 2015 an exciellent range of pub food
Lavender is today one of Britain’s alongside a selection of real ales.
largest growers of lavender. World Steaks and burgers make up the
War 1 saw a decline in the fortunes majority of the menu, though there
of English lavender growers despite are several alternatives for those
the plant’s antiseptic and healing seeking a healthier option. Plenty £
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of vegetarian or gluten free meals
are available, including cauliflower
steak and salads. Eat in the bar,
the restaurant or in the outdoor
area, should the weather be good
enough - this is a favourite haunt
of many in the area. The Rose and
Crown also features 16 rooms,
making it an excellent place to
stay if you're looking to tackle
the attractions of the area over
an extended stay. Rooms cost
from £100 per night, including
breakfast.

It's just a couple of miles from
Snettisham to the royal estate at
Sandringham House. Originally
built in the 1770s, the estate was
purchased for the Prince of Wales
in 1862 and remodelled in the latter
part of the 19th century in a style
Pevsner described as “frenetic
Jacobean”. The location was chosen
as the Princess of Wales, Alexandria,
found the surrounding scenery
reminiscent of her Danish homeland.
Plans for the site’s demolition and
replacement with a modern royal
house inthe 1960s never came to
fruition - which given the house’s
role in history can only be seen as
a good thing. It was, after all, the
site of the first televised Christmas

———

"Originally built in the 1770s,
the estate was purchased for
the Prince of Wales in 1862."

broadcast in 1932. Adult admission
fees cost £11 for access to the
museum and garden, or £16.50 if you
want to view the house too. There
are concessions for senior citizens
and children, and family tickets are
available. For more information visit
www.sandringhammestate.co.uk.
The Lynn Museum is our final

Hatue Deseree

destination. Situated in
central King’s Lynnin the
Union Baptist Chapel, the
museum moved to its present
location in 1904. Founded

in 1844 by members of the
Conversazione and Society

of Arts, it met their desire

for ‘aninstitution so well
calculated to improve the
taste of the inhabitants of the
town and neighbourhood,
and particularly the rising
generation; as well as to
afford a source of continued
amusement and gratification
to those persons who had
already paid attention to
scientific pursuits.” A number
of galleries tell the story of
West Norfolk, from a Bronze
Age henge through the town’s
history as a medieval fort and
latter day engineering centre.
Adult entry fees vary throughout the
year to a maximum of £4.50, with
concessions available. Museums.
norfolk.gov.uk will be able to provide
further information.

King’s Lynn is one of the major
junction points into Norfolk. From
here, finding your way home
shouldn’t be too difficult.
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MERCEDES 320SL Finished in immaculate brilliant
silver with unmarked black leather and black hood
ONLY 51000 miles from new with a full service history
and old MOT certificates and invoices to confirm the
very low milage. Very hard to find low milage and
very looked after SLs like this one ............... £13,995

2002 MERCEDES CL500 Finished in light metallic
blue with grey hide, immaculate unmarked car
very high spec 89,000 miles with Full Service
History. SUPERB LOOKING AND DRIVING CAR,
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE. .....coniiiiiniecieieeeeae £7995

g

2013 MERCEDES-BENZ A CLASS A180
BLUEEFFICIENCY SPORT AUTO Finished in
Southseas Blue with Leather/Chequered cloth
sports seats. Air conditioning, cruise control with
speedtronic, audio 20 Radio/CD, traction control
and alloy wheels. Full franchise service history, two
previous owners and 27,600 miles............... £12,495

1991 MERCEDES 190E 1.8 AUTO Finished in
Smoke Silver with unmarked brown interior. Factory
sunroof, lovely unmolested example. Only 65,000
miles and Full Service History. .......c.ccccvveenne £6995

2003 MERCEDES-BENZ 350 Finished in dark blue
metallic with light beige leather interior. 91,000 miles
with a Full Mercedes Service History. Very high spec
car with AMG Alloy wheels and Panoramic roof.
........................................................................ £9,495

2008 MERCEDES CL600 AMG Finished in immaculate Magnatite
black with unmarked ivory ventilated leather. The car has every option
including command system, heated and cool seats, Multisentronic front
seat with bolster adjustment and massage setting, night vision, DVD
and sunroof. AMG wheels, distance drive dynamic and much more! The
new car invoice is in the file amounting to £108,000 when the car was
new. MINT CONDITION EXCEPTIONAL VALUEL .......ccccc.ccco..... £21,995

1981 MERCEDES 230E AUTO Only one owner and
57,000 miles. Finished in immaculate Taigu beige
with tan interior. Spec includes Auto Transmission
and Power Steering. Very hard to find low milage and
one owner 123 Mercedes in this condition. ..............

2000 BMW Z3 3.0 Finished in titan silver with
black leather sports seats. With lots of Schnitzer
modifications, including Schnitzer front bummer,
17inch Schnitzer wheels, Schnitzer exhaust system,
Schnitzer handbrake and Schnitzer gear knob.
98,000 miles with a Full Service History. ........ £8995

KI M CAI RNS - Established 1972

Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten

1980 MERCEDES 380 SL Finished in it’s original and
immaculate Thistle green with unmarked green cloth
trim. Comes with Hard top, Soft top electric windows
and Mexican hat alloys. Just about to turn over to 44,000
miles. Full service history and MOTs etc. Summer use
car only and totally original. Any inspection welcome.
Will satisfy the most discerning buyer............... £36,995

1968 MERCEDES 250 SE Finished in immaculate
Mercedes classic white with red MB Tex Trim. The
car was imported from Botswana in 1998 by a titled
gentleman who we purchased the car from in 2008
and looked after the car since then. The car is in
immaculate condition, rust free and original. NOT
MANY LIKE THIS....c.ooiiieirerieieeneeeeennne £19,995

2001 MERCEDES 500 SEL Only 52,000 miles and
mint condition, finished in silver with black hide.
Full spec car including dual climate control, sun
roof, electric seats including rear seat, black nappa
leather. Full Service History. Very hard to find a better

2005 BMW 630 CONVERTIBLE Finished in beige
with black leather interior. M Sports steering wheel
and Schnitzer wheels. Only 95,000 miles with a Full
Service History. ... £8995

FINANCE CAN BE ARRANGED ON ALL OF THE ABOVE
FREE DELIVERY ENGLAND, WALES OR ANY UK PORT

SNETTISHAM, NORFOLK PE31 7PF - 01485 541526 - www.kimcairnsclassics.co.uk
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